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To finish is to be Done

Point Chaser Ends
Bob and Holly say
goodbye to a fall classic
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A New Year, A
New Look

| decided that | didn’t have enough on
my plate this month, so | chose to try
a different look for the newsletter. |
have no strong feelings for it so let me
know what you think.

This year seemed to be a microcosm
of our new reality in endurance. With
the high gas prices, that even though
we are in a respite at the moment, we
can expect this to be an issue for the
future. Many of us are growing much
more vintage over the years and we
are finding that recovering from a ride
is taking longer. Many of us have
found that while profits and the
economy is beginning to really catch
on, we workers are not seeing our
wages keeping up, which decreases
the amount of disposable income we
have for our sport. Hay prices have
been high for the past couple years,
also eating into our riding money.

All of these conspire to force us to not
ride as much as we would like. This
issue shares the news of the
consequences of this reality, we are

THEN WE NOTICED YOU HAD SOFAS{

losing two very good rides. The hard
choices forced on Teresa, Dale, Holly
and Bob will have consequences on
us as riders and on our club. Do the
remaining rides benefit from this
unfortunate situation? Do we as riders
benefit with fewer choices? Will we go

to more rides out of the state? These
are things we need to think about as
we prepare to meet for our winter
meetings.

We also have some news on the
banquet in March and the MnDRA
renewal form is also in this issue. So
drape a blanket over your legs and
remember the fun you had at TDR
and Point Chaser. I'd like to hear
stories from each for a tribute issue
next time.

| won’t be at the UMECRA
convention, so don’t look for my live
updates. If anyone could, I'll live
vicariously through you. Hopefully,
Minnesota will be well represented.

If you noticed, | used two sayings
from the facebook page. Diane
Schermerhorn and Ed Hauser had
two that | thought were cute. Keep
adding to the list and I'll add new
ones next newsletter.

Happy Trails,

Ken
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It's a busy time with the UMECRA convention
this month, MNnDRA banquet in March, and the
ride season coming soon. Many of us are making
plans, checking equipment, and working extra
over-time or a part-time jobs to stash away some
funds for the upcoming ride season.

As many of you know, | don’t ride my horses in
the winter but | see them daily with grain and
hay. We have no barn but with the woods and
hayshed as a windbreak, some extra hay when
the temps drop, and fresh water; they stay
comfortable and healthy. On cold days, | have
learned it is best to stay on my side of the fence
as they come running with frosted eyelashes/
nostrils, bucking and kicking to get the blood
moving and temperatures up. | stare in wonder
as they are oblivious to the sub-zero weather yet

MnDRA Renewal Form

A Message From Our President

just this summer when the temps were nearing
the century mark with humidity almost that high
they carried me for hours through the hot,
wooded trails. Mother Nature has made an
amazing animal that can be so adaptive to their
surroundings.

The MnDRA banquet will be in March and there
is a sign-up sheet in this newsletter. This year we
plan on having a speaker that will hopefully give
us all a bit more knowledge we can use this
summer. Get signed up right away for the “Early
Bird” drawing. Please come and join us for some
great food, awards, general meeting, and best of
all to re-connect with your MNDRA family.

Teresa Fett

Name

Family _ ($25.00)Single _ ($15.00)
Address

City State Zip

Email (PRINT NEATLY)

Please make checks payable to MnDRA and mail membership renewal to:

Sandra Fett
35976 Co. Hwy 4
Frazee, MN 56544




Thistle Down Run Coming to an End

Thistle Down Run will not be on the ride
schedule for 2015. After 8 years, we see
the number of riders attending has gone
down like many of the rides on the
schedule and without riders, a ride cannot
remain profitable.

You can blame this on many things but the
economy and our older demographic of
riders are most likely the two main factors.
It costs money to attend a ride and with
the full MnDRA schedule, riders pick and
choose what rides they can attend. In
order to attend the most rides, they pick
ones closer to their homes and TDR is not
in the bulk of the rider’s “home territory”.

Also as our riders have aged, they tend to
heal slower, ride older horses, and have
other outside activities (grand-kids) that
take up their time.

It costs a lot of time and money to put on a
ride and without rider turnout the Ride
Manager still has the same amount of
work, costs, and complaints.

We (like other RM’s) have donated
hundreds of dollars and hours of time to
TDR with no reimbursement. All the profit
from TDR goes to MnDRA to pay for your
year-end awards. We enjoy the event but
when rider count drops (profit); we aren’t
willing to put in more than the profit to fund
everyone’s enjoyment. There are other

rides in the same situation, maybe with
one less ride the other’s will have a better
turn-out and those RM’s won'’t have to dig
out of their pockets.

We thank all those who have faithfully
attended, helped, and supported TDR
these past years. Maybe a year off will
give everyone a fresh look. Remember,
MnDRA is funded by these sponsored
rides, when you don'’t attend them you are
affecting the financial balance of your
organization.

Teresa and Dale Fett




A Legend [s Over

In 2014 we saw the 28" year of the Point
Chaser ride... 18 years of which it was
managed by Holly & Bob Egerer. There
have been many changes over the years;
changes of venues, friends moving on and
new friends gained.

For the majority of its history, Point Chaser
was THE last ride of the season; three
days of rides and non-typical mileage
(very few rides did 3 days or 30 mile rides
back in the day) created an amazing level
of intrigue, strategy and competition as
riders scrambled to gain an edge over
their competitors for that season.

Weather has always been an interesting
twist; some years it was the most glorious

weekend of the Fall, some years monsoon
rains. We've had years with the
temperatures in the 70’s, and of course,
years with snow... yet we could always
count on a core group of riders and horses
to be there giving it their all.

There have been many other changes
over the more recent years; increased
costs for running a ride, growing liabilities,
fewer riders, a larger number of rides (that
meant more riders choosing to stick to
rides close to home), and extending the
ride season and adding rides after Point
Chaser further diminishing attendance. As
a matter of economics it has become more
and more difficult to show a positive
balance at the end of the ride (in 2014 we

had great attendance and barely broke
even, in 2013 Point Chaser lost over
$1500).

After a lot of soul searching and agonizing
over the decision; we've decided it is no
longer feasible for us to continue running
Point Chaser. We are grateful for all the
help we've had over the years, as well as
the support of all you distance riders — we
could never have done it without you.

Thanks for a great run!

Holly & Bob
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MNDRA Yearly Meeting and Awards Banquet

March 07, 2015
Holiday Inn on the Lake
(5.5 miles west of TDR)
Detroit Lakes, MN.

ROOM RESERVATION
Holiday Inn on the Lake
1155 Hwy. 10 East
Detroit Lakes, MN. 56501

www.holidayinndl.com
877-251-9348 or 218-847-2121 for reservations (ask for MNDRA block rate)

$109 — 2 Queen beds overlooking wellness area

ROOM RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY FEBRUARY 10. 2015

SCHEDULE
2:30 Ride Manager’s Meeting (Cormorant room)
3:00 Board Meeting (Cormorant room)
4:00 General Meeting (Cormorant room)
5:00 Social Hour (Tamarac room)
6:00 Dinner, Speaker, and Awards (Tamarac Room)
Bar will be open in the Tamarac Room at 5:00
WillStar Riding Academy will have a display of items for sale.
www.willstarridingacademy.com — willstar@paulbunyan.net — (218)-444-8626

Take a look at their website and contact them with anything you would like them to bring, they are
looking to expand into the endurance market. Let’s help them!

Saturday Dinner Buffet

Menu: Chicken Breast w/champagne sauce & BBQ Pork Ribs, Mashed
Potatoes/Gravy, California Blend hot veggie, Rotini Italian Pasta Salad,Tossed Salad w/Toppings, Dinner
Rolls w/Butter, Lemonade/lce Tea/Coffee Cost: $28

Evening Options
Pool, kiddie’s pool, and hot tub open until 10:00 p.m.
Quiet area near pool open for socializing
Band in the bar for after hours dancing

Sunday Morning
On site restaurant offers breakfast or Sunday Brunch Buffet

Sunday Breakfast Farewell 9:00 am: Meet in the restaurant for a good-by breakfast before going
home.

Be Sure to Attend, Stay Informed of New Issues,
Visit Your MNDRA Family, and Get Ready for Ride Season!



http://www.holidayinndl.com
http://www.holidayinndl.com

MNDRA MEETING 2015
March 07, 2015

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY February 10, 2015

Name:

Phone Number:

E Mail:

MNDRA Banquet* number of people x$28 = $

*Includes meal plus rental, decorations, set-up, teardown, cleanup, servers, gratuity, and sales tax fees.

Send completed form and check (made out to MNDRA) to:

Teresa Fett
Banquet Coordinator
11684 Woods Drive
Frazee, MN. 56544
teresa.fett@gmail.com or (218) 334-5711mornings

Form and money must be received by February 10, 2015
No refunds after February 10, 2015

Early Bird Prize: All registrations received or postmarked on or before January 31, 2013 will be included in a drawing
for a FREE gift. Only MNDRA members are eligible for the prize and this name will be drawn during the general
meeting.




