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Darlene M. slogging through another ride. (pic by Diane Thorsen Merz)

Howdy Everyone,

I’m back. I was able to go to my two favorite parks, Maplewood and Forestville. Unfortunately, I didn’t get 
beyond the pulse lanes. Oh well, it was great to see and talk to all of you who came and we couldn’t have had 
better weather for either ride. It was just gorgeous out and those who came to Maplewood enjoyed the park 
in ideal conditions.

As many of you know, Heather got kicked in the knee at Maplewood and we had to adjust how we vetted 
horses for the rest of the ride. She also came to SE and we adjusted our procedures there also. One of the 
adjustments was having me or someone else take the pulse and respirations for the horses doing their vet ins 
and finals. This led me to notice something this year, very few horses stood still for either parameter. When 
you enter the pulse lanes, the pulse takers hope your horse is down and you can go on. This year, there 
seems to be fewer pulse takers. One of the reasons is it is really hard to get the pulse when the horse is 
dancing around, stepping back and forth, or moving away from the pulse taker. People don’t feel confident 
to take the pulse. Getting respirations is worse, especially when the horse is throwing its head up and down. 
In competitive having your horse standing quietly is one of the requirements of the sport. Volunteers don’t 
want you to lose points. We are riders, too. I am asking everyone, even experienced riders to work with your 
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horse. You should be able to get a horse to stand still for thirty seconds, even in the midst of other horses. You 
will be through the pulse lanes sooner and your volunteers will be happier. 

Another trend I have noticed increasing over the past couple years is we are taking the adage, Ride Your Own 
Ride, more literally. More riders seem to be so focused on their ride in camp that they are forgetting that on a 
good day there are sixty other riders competing. I understand the dislike of waiting in line for the vets but it’s 
good to realize that the other people with the vets are also under time considerations. It is hard; you’ve just 
rode twenty-five or fifty miles, you are exhausted, sore, and just want to tend to your horse and then kick back 
and rest. If you look around you, you will see a half dozen fellow riders that feel the same way. Some of the 
things I’ve seen the past couple years are riders coming for their exit CRI fifteen or more minutes before 
their out time and mention they are there for their exit in the hopes they will get moved up the line, or after 
their horse has passed its final exam the rider takes five minutes talking to the vet about a low score on the 
card that isn’t serious. If we are realistic about our time deadlines and remember that LD has a half hour after 
pulse down and endurance an hour after crossing the line to do your final, maybe we can spend a bit more 
time at our trailer resting our horse when we finish and not get stressed because we are standing in line. 
Calmer riders and horses score better.

This newsletter has another segment of MnDRA’s history, some ride updates, and a couple questions for you 
all to think about. Katie has an interesting team competition going on at Bearfoot. When I help at a ride, I 
usually am in the pulse lanes for 12-20 hours over the weekend, just saying in case you are looking for team 
members.

It takes a village to put on a ride!  Thanks to all who attended and rode Southeast Minnesota Ride.  The 
weather was perfect, the trails were awesome.  We had great work by our veterinarian team:  Dr. Heather 
'Goerts' Damico and Dr. Taryn Dentinger Lindbeck.  Thank you so much for working out a system that 
worked for our riders is extraordinary circumstances.  Thanks to our great volunteers some of whom step 
up year after year:  Rivard Jan, Bob & Holly Egerer, Charlie & Lynn Reichert, Jodi Johannessen, Becca 
Johnson, Dianne Schmidt, Teresa Fett, Candy Barbo, and Diane Thorsen Merz.  Also we couldn't do with 
out:  Shelby Nelson, Olivia Christenson, Beth Lecy, Noah Hedeen, Karin Halsey Lupo & Elin,  Nancy 
McCoy, Jenny Frerichs-Ramon, Sarah Flim, Sharon Hahn's chickens, Janette Sasena, Peggy Pasillas and 
Eileen Kirsch.  The hardworking men in Victoria and my life who worked on Father's Day - thanks for 
putting up with us determined women Ken Meyer and Rick Robison.  

Please put the ride on your calendar for next year - June 17 & 18. 

In appreciation,  Theresa & Victoria

SE Minnesota Thanks You
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During its second decade, MnDRA was at times 
like a teenaged kid. There were times of rapid 
growth, angst, and some really silly moves. 
MnDRA was trying to find itself as the sport grew 
in Minnesota. It wanted to separate itself from its 
parent organization, UMECRA, and establish its 
own identity, but it also wanted the security of 
UMECRA’s rules. Because of this, in 2007 the 
members voted into the bylaws the rule that to be 
a member of MnDRA you needed to be a 
member of UMECRA. 

MnDRA started the decade with a number of 
moves that looked to the future while aligning 
itself to UMECRA. We looked to some financial 
security by requiring a minimum balance in the 
checkbook of $1500. We looked to mimicking 
UMECRA by having a rookie of the year and 
adding more LD end of year awards. Dale Lunde 
updated our logo by adding a helmet to the 
design as more riders recognized the benefit of 
riding with a helmet. 

After that quick start, we settled down and didn’t 
change anything for a couple years. In 2001, the 
internet gave us our first internet controversy 
dealing with ride insurance and how it impacted 
your own insurance. MnDRA voted to reply 
officially to the issue on the internet by writing a 
letter and mailing it. We may be a bit slow in 
adapting. 

Also that year we stepped away from UMECRA 
by setting our own requirements for end-of-year 
awards. We set the minimum points needed to 
qualify  at 25 for comp and LD and 50 for 
endurance. 

During the early 2000s, Ed Hauser tried to get us 
more involved in lobbying government to keep 
horses in mind as they dealt with trails in the 
state. Unfortunately, it sounds like he did not get 
much help from membership and it died out after 
he and Wendy moved to Montana. We are 
perhaps experiencing the consequences of our 
failing to get involved then with the lack of trails 
where it is safe to ride horses. We are seeing 
more trails for off-road bicycles and atvs due to 
their ability to lobby the state. 

Throughout this decade our membership 
fluctuated from the sixties to the nineties. 
However, fewer clinics were held each year as 
we put more of our money and hopes for new 
riders into the Horse Expo. One memorable clinic 
was held by Bev Spect and Chip Jack. One 
person came, but that person had a very good 
time. Unfortunately, they didn’t join. 

The club’s bank account held fairly steady at 
around $8000 and many years the ride program 
showed a loss. In 2007 they would have showed 
a loss again; instead they had a 2K profit due to 
Dr. Dean Peterson donating his vet fees for the 
year back to the club. This was when we 
instituted our biggest mistake in our effort to get 
riders to attend the club rides. MnDRA instituted 
a rule that if you rode all the club rides, you 
would get 1.5x the points you earned at the ride. 
By the Mosquito Run ride, an emergency 
meeting was held to ‘discuss’ the rule. While 
many saw how it was unfair to the private rides 
and EOY awards were no longer purely 
performance based, it was decided it was too 
late in the year to drop the rule and it stood for 

MnDRA 1998-2007; the teenage years
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the rest of the year. It was quickly and 
unceremoniously dropped at the 2005 General 
Meeting. 

We then thought to allocate $50 to advertise in 
MN Trail Riders Assoc. publication. This was 
dropped a couple years later. It’s not clear if an 
advertisement was ever placed. There were a 
number of fund-raising schemes discussed at 
most of the meetings at this time. Few amounted 
to any serious money coming in. 

Our commitment to trails was steady through the 
decade; we increased the amount deducted from 
the dues for the trail fund from one dollar to two. 
However, toward the end of the period, the 
requests started to wane. A problem we still have 
today and are trying to fix. 

It was also during this time where a subtle shift 
began; there began to be an expectation that 
ride managers would start to provide things that 
the rider was expected to in the past. The first 
instance of this was a discussion in 2007 about 
purchasing a water tank to haul water to different 
parts of the trail for the horses. In the past, 
endurance riders would have crew members 
leave buckets at strategic points and make sure 
they were filled during the ride. Today, ride 

managers feel it is their responsibility to have 
water on the trail. The reasoning being some 
would not have a crew and it is the horse’s best 
interest if water is available for them. As the next 
decade rolls out, this will spread to things like 
camping and vet supplies.  

The board became more involved in the money 
decisions in running the club. These included 
approving costs for horse expo, and later the 
mock ride, rider fees, and ride equipment. Before 
a lot of these decisions needed to be approved 
by membership at the general meeting which 
was not time sensitive nor efficient. 

Also, in 2006 Paula G started the great park 
reservation race by encouraging everyone to get 
their reservations in early for Maplewood West 
due to the size of the park. In 2007 she repeated 
the call to reserve early and Diane Schmidt 
encouraged the same for SE Minnesota. We all 
see where that led to. 

MinDRA ended the decade more mature, with 
five club rides: MnDRA I, Run For the Border, 
Maplewood, Mosquito Run, Thistle Down Run. 
We also had $8600 in the bank and were making 
money. In our twenties, you will see us flourish 
and start to settle in.

MnDRA 1998-2007 continued

MN DNR Request

At SE Minnesota, the DNR made a request that we pass on to you. They do not want us selling our reserved 
sites on social media. The reason is they need to know who is in a site in case of emergencies. They want 
you to either cancel the site so it becomes available on the web. You can coordinate with a friend so they log 
on right after you release the site to book it. This will bypass the need to get money from the person taking 
the site.  Or you can modify the name of who is in the site by going online to your reservation account and 
log in. Then you begin by clicking on your name -> account tab drop down menu -> your reservations -> 
reservation you want to change -> modify -> scroll down to occupant name and change the name to who is 
taking your site. There will be a $5 fee if you do this online and a $7 fee if you call in the change. Both 
methods help riders get the site.
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Bearfoot Boogie is coming up August 20-21, 2022. A couple new things to remember. We are offering 
75 mile Endurance on Saturday.

• Novice Rides on Saturday and Sunday

• This year's event is a fundraiser for River Valley Riders Therapeutic Riding Program.

• Come ready for our silent auction Saturday evening. Please bring your gently used donations.

• We have plenty of space. If you do not have a campsite, we have overflow camping available. 

• Back by popular demand, Cathy is providing a concession stand. The concession stand is a 
fundraiser for junior riders. 

We will need 70 entries by August 5th to move forward with the ride. Please get your 
entries in as soon as possible. 

I also wanted to remind everyone that we are offering a High Point Team Awards. Start thinking 
about who you want on your team.

• Teams will consist of a maximum of five riders (fewer team members is permitted) Teams must be 
declared Friday Evening 8/19/22

• Each team member can accrue points in the following ways:
• 8 Points for each 4 hours of volunteering at the ride
• 5 Points for each new rider the team brings (this new rider may not have completed an endurance, 

competitive trail, or novice ride before Bearfoot Boogie and must enter at least one event at 
Bearfoot Boogie)

• 3 Points for leading a novice group
• 3 Points for BC in Endurance or Limited Distance and High Point Competitive Trail
• 1 Point for each item valued $15 or more donated to the Bearfoot Boogie Silent Auction (maximum 

of 3 points possible per rider)
• 1 Point for Turtle
• Pre ride bonus point opportunity available for volunteers who assist with finding ride sponsors and 

prizes.
• Contact Ride Managers for details. bearfootboogie@gmail.com
• Rider Points
• Placing in the rider’s class and event (Endurance, LD, Comp, and/or Novice)

• 10 Points for 1st Place
• 9 Points for 2nd Place
• 8 Points for 3rd Place
• 7 Points for 4th Place
• 6 Points for 5th Place
• 5 Points for 6th Place
• 3 Points for Completion

I can't wait to see you all there. In the meantime, Happy Trails. Katie

Bearfoot Boogie Updates
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So our season is almost halfway over and 
we are seeing attendance more like 2019 
than 2021. That said, pat yourself on the 
back. MnDRA has had four rides. Two with 
about fifty riders and two in the seventies. 
The other states are not close; two rides 
have had numbers in the low fifties and 
one was a three day ride, the other four 
rides range from fifteen to thirty-seven 
riders.

Because of your support, and the number 
of riders doing 50s, the losses to the two 
rides should be small and the other two 
made some money that will be put back 
into the ride next year. The two rides that 
did have low turnout in Minnesota were 
impacted by outside influences: one had a 
horrible forecast that proved accurate and 
the other happened just after gas spent a 
week going up about fifty cents and we 
were still in sticker shock. I don’t know how 
the other states will survive the year 
without losing rides. We’ve even had one 
cancelled this year due to low turn out, but 
Maah Daah Hey is a long drive for most of 
our membership.

One trend that is continuing is most riders 
ride only one day. Sunday ridership is a 
third to a quarter of Saturday’s numbers 
throughout UMECRA. So a question I want 
to throw out there is what would entice you 
to ride a second day if your horse is sound 
and in shape? Send me your thoughts and 
I’ll share them with the group.

Another thing RMs need to start thinking 
about is how to avoid large losses when 
riders pre-register in great numbers and 
then don’t show up. At MnDRA I the 
numbers were there for the club to hire 
three vets to make your wait times less, 

but almost thirty riders didn’t show putting 
the numbers below what is needed to 
support the cost of two vets let alone 
three. It’s not like we can say to a vet, we 
don’t need you and not pay them. We 
booked them.  This has been a topic in the 
vet lanes during down times. One 
suggestion was to put the minimum 
number of riders deadline closer to the 
ride. Instead of requiring sixty riders two 
weeks before the ride, maybe say sixty 
riders need to be pre-paid a week before 
the ride. Another suggestion that came up 
is to either cancel potlucks, or just have 
the RM make a dish to share like everyone 
else.

There are costs to a ride that must be paid 
before the ride: food, sanctioning, 
insurance, camping or park fees, internet 
presence, and possibly some vet fees. 
These are costs that you can’t recoup if 
the ride is canceled. The only thing that 
isn’t a total wash is the food can often be 
used somewhere, though eating tacos for 
the next month isn’t something folks look 
forward to. 

Don’t be too concerned about upcoming 
changes. The club can survive these 
losses if a ride is canceled or has low 
attendance; we will probably attack this 
from a budget standpoint for next year. 
Some of the privates may need to look at 
changes; but so far MN riders are showing 
up in numbers where rides are near break-
even. So we are looking for your ideas. 
What can rides do that are fair to them but 
also to the riders? To get more responses, 
I will send out a link to a survey so we can 
get your input. Look for the link after the 
fourth of July in your email.

Distance Rides Issues
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MnDRA Ride Schedule

4/30 - 5/1 MnDRA I  St. Croix State Park  Hinckley, MN 
5/7  Mock Ride  Crow Hassen Regional Park Rodgers, MN 
5/21-5/22 Trade River Run  Gov. Knowles State Forest Cushing, WI 
6/4-6/5  Maplewood West Maplewood State Park  Pelican Rapids, MN 
6/18-6/19 Southeast MN  Forestville State Park  Preston, MN 
Canceled Maah Daah Hey  Bar X Ranch   Medora, ND 
7/9-7/10 Mosquito Run  Crow Hassen Regional Park Rodgers, MN 
Canceled Northern Lightz Run Twin Valley Riders Club  Twin Valley, MN 
8/20-8/21 Bearfoot Boogie  St Croix State Park  Hinckley, MN 
9/10-9/11 Charity Cup  Pillager State Forest  Pillager, MN 
10/1-10/2 Huntersville Hundred Huntersville State Forest  Mengaha, MN 
10/21-10/22 Point Chaser  Zumbro Bottoms  Theilman, MN 

Mosquito Run Info

The last club ride of the year is quickly approaching. Join us at Crow Hassen Park Reserve on July 9th and 10th. 
The camping site is at the River Bend campground that MnDRA has reserved for everyone. The park is 
probably near enough for many people that you may be able to just haul in the day of the ride. The grounds is on 
the small side, so be prepared to get creative with your campsite as your neighbor will probably be close. There 
has always been enough room to fit everyone in and this ride usually flirts with 100 riders, so don’t worry about 
not having a spot.

With the fluctuations in the temperatures this summer, be prepared for a possibly hot ride. This means have a 
sponge to carry on trail, a sponge and bucket for the vet area, and at least two bottles of water for yourself on 
the ride. Word is the trail is a little rockier than in the past so keep that in mind. Don’t forget the ride’s 
namesake and have plenty of spray, both horse and human, for on the trail and in the vet area. If you have a 
lightweight flysheet, you should probably bring it.

Novice riders usually flock to this ride so we will need leaders on Sunday. This is a great time to mentor a new 
rider and make new friends. If interested in leading a group, let Peggy P know. Bring a dish to pass at the pot 
luck which features that delicious fried chicken. Don’t tell Sharon’s chickens about it or they will cut us off from 
eggs.

Preregistration and prepayment are encouraged. You can do so at this link to the MnDRA.com page, https://
mndra.com/mosquito-run .

http://MnDRA.com
https://mndra.com/mosquito-run
https://mndra.com/mosquito-run
http://MnDRA.com
https://mndra.com/mosquito-run
https://mndra.com/mosquito-run
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Type Div Rider Name Horse_Name Miles Points Award

E HW Sheryl O'Brien Wild River Sundancer 225 99.00 Y

E HW Rebecca Horihan LC Ernani 225 90.00 Y

E HW Mandie Roggenkamp The Outlander 150 46.00

E HW Maria Enge Eleanor Ambrosia B 125 43.00

E HW Krystyna Eischens Chips Diamond Rehalla 125 42.00

E HW Jenny Frerichs-Ramon Halley's Comet 150 38.00

E HW Joshua Ramon TRJ Just Jake 100 26.00

E HW Crystal Esqueda Lopin in Diamonds 100 22.00

E HW Karin Lupo VC Premier Eddition 50 18.00

E HW Sarah Carlson FPH Second Badge 50 16.00

E HW Maria Enge Faustos Flame 50 10.00

E LW Karla Ovsak Dobella NPA 200 62.00 Y

E LW Jodi Johannessen SC Izzabella 150 60.00 Y

E LW Amy Ellingson Gideon 150 44.00

E LW Kasey Corcoran Sharif El Moniet 100 36.00

E LW Sarah Peltier Royal Opus 75 30.00

E LW Bobbi Belz Duke 50 22.00

E LW Sarah Maass Royal Opus 50 20.00

E LW Michelle SplonskowskiNasar IBN Moniet 50 16.00

E LW Teresa Fett CR Mistiraaz 50 14.00

E LW Peggy Pasillas Remy 50 12.00

E LW Jesse Shaddrick Ice Falcon  LRA 50 12.00

E LW Chip Jack Brunello NA 50 10.00

E LW Abbie Schramm Shakers Raindancer 50 10.00

MnDRA Ride Results thru SE
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E JR Colton Eischens Sir Fettuccine Alfred 150 62.00 Y

E JR Miley Eischens Ozzy 100 42.00

E JR Ruby Thorp Jupiter 50 22.00

LD HW Becca Johnson Donald 75 25.00 Y

LD HW Joshua Ramon TRJ Just Jake 50 22.00

LD HW Jenny Frerichs-Ramon Halley's Comet 50 21.00

LD HW Judy Hoeft Romana Johar (Romeo) 50 21.00

LD HW Matthew SplonskowskiLK Willy Willy Cool 50 19.00

LD HW TJ Edwards Decorah's Double Deli 50 17.00

LD HW Carl Hoeft Chase 50 14.00

LD HW Taryn Lindbeck TKO Rhio Bask 25 11.00

LD HW Dana Gasner Mustang Salli 25 11.00

LD HW Jenny Frerichs-Ramon Lads Switch Blade 25 10.00

LD HW Janet Sarver Legacy of Khourage 25 10.00

LD HW Jutta Schmidt AF Go For Gold 25 7.00

LD HW Dana Gasner Whispering Echo 25 6.00

LD LW Karla Ovsak Patches MN 100 42.00 Y

LD LW Sophie Gustafson HJ Nikeshah 150 38.00 Y

LD LW Teresa Fett CR Mistiraaz 75 31.00 Y

LD LW Shelly Carroll Peyton Afire 75 27.00 Y

LD LW Theresa Meyer Sirius Encore 75 25.00 Y

LD LW Jesse Shaddrick Jinjersnapp 50 18.00

LD LW Suzanne Warren PPF Geyms Sonsy 50 17.00

LD LW Shelly Carroll PV Ghazna 50 17.00
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LD LW Jane Malischke Hollywoods Brightest 50 15.00

LD LW Victoria Robison Bullett 75 15.00

LD LW Shea-Lynn Ramthum SS Butter Me Up 50 12.00

LD LW Bobbi Belz Duke 25 11.00

LD LW Leslie Lloyd Spot 50 11.00

LD LW Chip Jack Brunello NA 50 11.00

LD LW Kasey Corcoran Sharif El Moniet 25 10.00

LD LW Sarah Carlson PPF Geyms Sonsy 25 10.00

LD LW Michelle SplonskowskiBerry Truly My Deco 25 10.00

LD LW Michelle SplonskowskiNasar IBN Moniet 25 9.00

LD LW Sherry Legatt SBF Capaccino 25 9.00

LD LW Jessi Vinkemeier Mystic Dynasty PF 25 8.00

LD LW Jesse Shaddrick Ice Falcon  LRA 25 8.00

LD LW Kathryn Vadnais Nobel Effects 25 7.00

LD LW Suzanne Warren CR Zohlaraaz 25 6.00

LD LW Debra Schroeder McGuire's Carbonite 25 5.00

LD LW Ariana  Norgren Boti 25 5.00

LD LW Stephanie Granke Ruby 25 5.00

LD LW Karrie Halbur Karmas Alluring Lady 25 5.00

LD JR Grace Carter Corona Breeze 75 33.00 Y

LD JR Anna Desouza Peyton Afire 25 11.00

C HW Karin Lupo VC Premier Eddition 50 22.00

C HW Kristen Hedeen Firecreek Casper 50 20.00

C HW Bonnie Mielke BNB Khrome Azrael 25 11.00
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C LW Darlene Molitor VC Arieon 75 33.00 Y

C LW Katie Vogl My Name Is Bob 75 31.00 Y

C LW Candy Barbo SR August Breeze 75 26.00 Y

C LW Aga Lisa Noble Emotions CRF 75 21.00

C LW Olivia Christenson Tamanni BLM 50 21.00

C LW Debra L Juettner Lacy 50 18.00

C LW Stephanie Granke Ruby 50 13.00

C LW Elena Aragon Cadys Roll in the Thu 50 13.00

C LW Peggy Pasillas Remy 25 9.00

C JR Allie Oien VC Joyful Eddition 50 21.00

C JR Ruby Thorp Jupiter 25 11.00

C JR Elena Aragon Cadys Roll in the Thu 25 10.00
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