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Retiring? 

Candy and Fire on 
perhaps Fire’s last 
competition weekend. 
He finished with a 9 & 2 
on Sunday.

Photo by Henry Gruber 

Howdy Everyone,

You all made up for 2020 in a big way. Not only did we have an average of ninety-five non-novice riders at 
the three club rides, but some of the privates ride were even higher. Many of you also went to rides in the 
other states of the midwest region. MnDRA members often made up a significant number of Wisconsin 
ride entrees. While this was very positive for most of the MN rides, it did cause some stress in the vet 
areas.  Online registration was used at all the rides this year and it helped greatly with paper work. Thanks 
to Deb Moe, online pre-registration is probably here to stay. However, given what happened at many of 
the rides in the other UMECRA states, I think many ride managers will start to decide if the ride will be 
held based on preregistration numbers. As I have pointed out a number of times, it costs anywhere from 
$4000 - 5000+ to run a ride. That requires sixty riders just to come close to break even. So hopefully, more 
people will commit to rides earlier this coming year. 

However, the preregistration was never high enough this year to justify the ride manager hiring an extra 
vet for the Saturday. Then in-camp registrations brought the numbers up to the point were a third vet 
would have made sense, but at that point it was too late. This caused for some backlogs in the vet area 
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Point Chaser Update

Thank you for everyone who came out on the a beautiful weekend for the last MN ride of the 2021 season!! What a 
season it was. Throughout the year, we all had to bend and flex with the times but each and every ride manager 
made it happen. THANK YOU to all the ride managers out there. The volunteers were also fabulous. If you are new 
to the sport, you continue to hear ' you should volunteer'. I know it sounds goofy but the things you can learn are 
amazing. Also, some of you seasoned folks, it really helps foster our sport to see you in the vet check also. But back 
to Point Chaser (PC). Point Chaser is the most interesting ride in my opinion. How so? Well, first off you have the 

toward the middle of the day. The mid day is the busiest time in the vet area. There are completion LD riders 
looking for their final checks, LD riders who placed in the top ten coming for a BC exam, CTR competitors 
looking for a trot out so they can go to take care of their horse, and sometimes, novice riders who need to 
have the vets score them for their placing on their ride. Then toward mid afternoon there tends to be a 
second rush as endurance placers are finishing or coming for BC exams, turtle LDers are coming for their 
final, and comp groups are coming in to score for placing in their ride. Throughout both of these log jams are 
riders coming for exit CRTs . This leaves us with a dilemma; who has priority? I think most of us will agree 
that exit CRTs and comp trot outs are at the top because delays in either will either add to ride time or 
decrease hold time. In my mind, the next group in priority are BCs and Comp final exams. The reason I say 
this is delays in either could affect the score or ride placing.  The lowest in priority would be endurance and 
LD final exams. The reason I think this is that they have an hour from their timer time to do their final. Yes it 
is annoying to need to wait a half hour to forty-five minutes to be done with the ride, but for all of the others, 
when you see the vets will affect the placing of their ride or BC. Ride managers do try to stagger start times 
to avoid congestion, but once the trail is open, the vet area is at the mercy of the riders and their paces. All 
the ride managers can ask is for everyone to be patient and understanding of other people’s rides.

Speaking about the crowds, the board decided to add three of our club ride vets to the list who will get an end 
of year award. It is just a little way to say thank you for the extra work they had to do.

This year’s UMECRA convention is in MN this year; granted, just barely. You are coming to the driftless 
where the hills are steep and the roads are curvy. If you want the whole experience, let me know and we can 
go spend a night in my family’s farmhouse with the mice and asian beetles. There might be heat if the furnace 
is working, but we’ll need to pack in water. We’ll also have to snowshoe a half mile, but it is pretty out there. 
For more info on less adventurous lodgings look on pages four and five.

We don’t have final info yet on the MnDRA annual meeting other than it will probably be in March. We are 
looking at options to ensure we will have an in-person meeting. There will be more info in the January 
newsletter.

Jodi J has a Point Chaser wrap-up and the final standings round out this newsletter.

Happy Trails  

Ken
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weather; it can be snowing, it can be sunny and 70 
degrees, it can be raining and cold, or it can be (like 
this year) sunny and mild. Next, the competition. We 
tend to get riders that are hot on the heels of moving 
up a placing or are looking to just finish the season 
with one last ride. The trail is never the same year to 
year. Being in the river valley and bluffs the weather 
patterns that come through will change the trail year to 
year. It is the only place I know where you can go from 
deep deep sand to ankle rolling rocks. Plus, it is 
always interesting to watch the competition play out 
(another reason to volunteer in the vet area). But at 
the end of the day, it is the best to sit by the fire and 
look up at the sky and see the stars ( my daughter has 
learned her constellation at this ride) and be with good 
friends new and old.  

With 2020 being a wash for rides, 2021 presented it's 
challenges also. I remember Holly and I talking when 
there was still snow on the ground on how nice it will 
be to be back on trail and having 'normal' back in our 
lives. Well, we must have been having wine at the time 
of that conversation. Throughout the ride season, we 
as an organization and riders have had to pivot. In 
July, as we were talking, Holly was stating talking 
about not having Point Chaser for many reasons. As 
we continued to talk we were able to support each 
other and find ways to make PC happen. Holly and 
Bob took care of all the paperwork to get the ride up 
and going, and I volunteered to do the trail marking. 
Over the next few months we were able to work 
together and make PC come together.  

I want to reach out and thank Holly and Bob for 
making PC happen this year. I also want to shout out 
to Victoria Robinson, Dale Lunde and of course my 

husband Wylie, who after 18 yrs of marriage does not 
question my judgement or ideas and just goes along 
with all my craziness, for helping clear and mark trail. 
Also, all the people who joined in with volunteering 
with whatever we tasked them with. I know there were 
many others that stepped up - I will not be able to 
name them all (it would be a full page!).  

Thank you to everyone who attended and had smiles 
on their faces!! Point Chaser, for many of you, truly 
was about chasing points this year!!  

On a side note, Zumbro Bottoms is a portion of the 
Richard Doer forest. The Richard Doer forest is 4500 
acres of land with six recreational areas, seven 
campgrounds and one day use area with Zumbro 
bottoms being one of the areas.  With 2020 being the 
year it was, staffing in 2020 and 2021 has not been 
what it should be for the park. The trails have gone 2 
-3 years without park maintenance along with the 
campground. If you noticed, the campground has 
some new high ties along with a lot of the poles 
replaced. The emergency phone has been added for 
safety. There is power in the pavilion, and a new flag 
pole and flag flying high. 90% of the trail maintenance 
this year was done by the Back Country Horse-trails - 
Zumbro Bottoms group. The BCH-ZB is a group that is 
funded by donations and hard working members This 
year we had a trailer with clothing and various items 
for sale throughout the weekend. Many of you came to 
the trailer and purchased items and 100% of the 
proceeds are put back into the park. I am proud to say 
that during the ride this year, BCH-ZB sold the most it 
had all summer long. $1700.00 to be exact!! Thank 
you!! Look for great trail improvements next year!!

Point Chaser Update continued
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UMECRA Convention 2022     
Friday, January 21 - Sunday January 23, 2022 

Best Western Plus at La Crescent Event Center 
509 N. Chestnut | La Crescent, MN 55947 
Phone: (507) 895-1001 
You MUST call this number for the room discount! 

3pm check in  - 11 am check out 

Standard Double Queen Room $104 plus tax 
Double Queen Suite Room $114 plus tax 
Standard King Room $94 plus tax 
King Suite Room $104 plus tax 

Complimentary breakfast, small indoor heated pool, 
workout room. 

PET POLICY - Hotel is pet friendly allowing up to two dogs in a rented room. The size limit for any one dog shall be 80 
pounds. Other pet types (e.g. cats) may be allowed upon the hotel’s approval prior to arrival. Pet rate is $15 per day. 

Deadline for reservation is December 17th – 5 PM!  - 24 Hour cancelation policy. 

Convention highlights:
Friday night – January 21
5 pm - Presentation:  The Future of USEF Endurance - by former UMECRA President Art Priesz, 
Esq. (USEF Endurance Sport Committee member and past ride manager and rider) and current 
Chair of the USEF Endurance Sport Committee Joe Mattingly (past ride manager and rider) 

6 pm AHDRA Meet & Mingle then AHDRA Awards 

Saturday – January 22
9 am – Fueling Your Ride and CBD Oil Benefits from Hammer Nutrition 

The latest rider nutrition news – which could include pre-exercise fueling, what types of calories are best, 
proper hydration, replenishing electrolytes and exercise recovery. 

1 pm - Annual Meeting 

UMECRA Awards Banquet 

Silent Auction 

Entertainment - DJ 

Sunday – January 23
AHDRA Meeting

Umecra Convention Comes to MN
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UMECRA Convention 2022      Friday, January 21 – Sunday, January 23
Meal form.  

Name_____________________________________________UMECRA ID__________ 

Email:_____________________________  Phone: ____________________________ 

Complimentary Breakfast    7am-9am Saturday and Sunday morning  
at the Best Western Hotel            FREE! 

Lunch: 
Taco Bar featuring shredded chicken, soft and hard shells, & fixings 
Includes: meal, gratuity, & tax  -    price $18/individual 
  Indicate number of meals  ______       Subtotal Taco Bar  $_______ 

(Swing Bridge Pub is onsite with a lunch service and Time Out Tavern is across the 
convention parking lot and also provide sandwiches, burgers, salads, etc.) 

Saturday Evening Awards Banquet 
Buffet with Marinated Pork Chop served with a mushroom gravy sauce 
and Walleye baked in a butter and herb sauce.  Salad, mashed potatoes & sautéed 
vegetables.                price $33/individual 
  Indicate number of meals  ______       Subtotal Banquet  $_________ 

Vegetarian Option – plated Fettuccine Alfredo  
Includes: meal, gratuity, & tax  -           price $33/individual 
    Indicate number of vegetarian meals  ______   Subtotal Vegetarian  $_________ 

Children 10 and under only 
Chicken Fingers & Fries 
Includes: meal, gratuity, & tax  -                    price $15/child 

    Indicate number of child meals  ______           Subtotal Child  $_________ 

    Meal total   $______________ 

**Members not purchasing any meal and who attend the morning talk and/or 
afternoon meeting will be assessed a $7/member meeting fee to help cover room 
& microphone rental.  

Convention only member fee           $7/member 
         Fee total   $________ 

DEADLINE:  Monday, January 10. 

Please mail this form with a check made out to UMECRA 
To:  Theresa Meyer, 3028 181st Ave. NW, Cedar, MN  55011 
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