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The view our horses and 
I had as I worked on the 
newsletter. This is the 
Iowa farm.

Howdy everybody,

Wow!    So far, that sums up 2020. Just when you think things can’t get much worse… let’s hope the second 
half of the year doesn’t start with it saying, “Hold my beer.”

While the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis doesn’t have anything to do with endurance riding nor our 
club, I have to say that ignoring anything that can knock Covid out of the news just doesn’t feel right. The 
lack of diversity in distance riding, and horse riding as a whole could be due to cultural norms but could also 
be a symptom of the inequity in opportunities in our country. I think we all should take time during this 
down season to educate ourselves as to examples of these inequities and their causes. We can all find some 
way to lessen the impacts; maybe just supporting minority owned businesses. Taking no step is accepting the 
status quo. No matter how small the step, it is a step in the right direction.

Onto the two other crises that is impacting our sport; Covid 19 and the crash of the economy. When I did the 
survey, I took out the questions on how Covid has affected your family, including an economic question. 
However, the Star Tribune ran a poll that covered those topics and about a third of all respondents say they 
have suffered economically due to Covid. We can probably assume the same is true for our ride family.   Our 
survey did what we hoped, it gave us a window into what we feel toward the distancing measures, Covid itself, 
and possible ride guidelines. We seem to mimic the population at large. There are strong feelings on each end 
of the spectrum. I’ve put the final results in this newsletter for you to digest and interpret the mood for 
yourselves.

The takeaway I had was our ride family is made up of strong willed individuals, which I saw in the survey 
responses. Like all families, we have our squabbles over the season and years. The great thing is we almost 
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always bury the hatchet and resume our friendships. My fear is the disagreement among us over the 
degree rides need to change for Covid may cause riffs that will not heal. I think there is a strong 
possibility we could lose members of our family over arguments that start at rides. That is why I ask 
everyone to keep their personal views personal at the rides when they start up again. Please don’t 
challenge others who are not doing what you think they should and please follow all the guidelines the 
RMs put out there. How rides are run will have to change until there is an effective vaccine for the 
masses. That probably means next year. So we need to adapt to the post Covid world.

Make sure to check the attachment on this email that has last year’s financial report. This is for members 
only so please do not post it on the web. We get a lot of phishing by people pretending to be me asking 
for money to help out someone I thought should be helped. We don’t need our finances out there. A 
quick word about the board’s philosophy toward finances. Over the years, the club has slowly built up a 
reserve fund large enough to cover all the rides for one year. On average, it costs about $18,000 to run our 
four rides and purchase end of year awards. Usually we take in more from the rides and membership fees, 
hence the build up of funds. We are at a point where we have the reserve we need. We are also pretty near 
the break even point on a yearly basis the past five years, which is actually our goal. I was going to explain 
this at the meeting, but it’ll wait until next year.

Speaking of… does anyone want to host next year’s meeting? If so, contact a board member.

I received a number of member profiles and have one for this issue. If you wish to share your story, you 
can answer the questions you see or just write your journey into distance riding on your own and submit 
it. As you can tell from my pieces, you don’t have to be a good writer to be in our newsletter.

Ride safe and enjoy the slower pace,

Ken

The MnDRA Board had a virtual meeting last week. After 
we were done admiring each other’s Covid hair, we 
started to discuss a number of issues concerning the club. 
Most of our discussion on the different issues was shaped 
by our goals of not dictating to RMs what to do, to ensure 
the safety of our members and ride staff, and to lessen the 
loss to members for being members. 

While we hold out the hope that rides may yet happen in 
the fall, we felt that this year was basically lost. So with 
that view, we moved a lot of our yearly items to next year. 
Membership dues paid for this year will count toward next 
season. There will be no End of Year Award competition 

this year. The MnDRA sanction fees for the rides will be 
carried over to next year. And the board officers’ terms will 
be carried over an extra year. 

Members asked about three items: 2019 EOY awards, 
virtual rides, and a 2020 t shirt. The decisions are in the 
minutes and other articles in the newsletter.  

Our decision on the virtual ride is more about protecting 
the club in terms of liability. We didn’t express any 
opinions about virtual rides themselves; we just wanted 
them to be independent events.  

You’ll find the minutes on the next page.

MnDRA Board Meeting Discussion
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MnDRA Board Meeting, Covid 19 Google 
meeting online

May 30, 2020 10AM

Board members present, President, Ken 
Meyer, Vice President, Dale Lunde, Treasurer, 
Sandra Fett, Secretary, Holly Egerer, Past 
President, Teresa Fett, Director at Large, 
Carmen Steuck

Agenda-

• 2019 Year-end awards
• MnDRA/2020 season / survey analysis 

summary by Katie Vogel / 2020 year-end 
awards

• 2020 membership dues
• Covid Mitigation committee
• Virtual ride and MnDRA participation
• Board elections for 2020
• Membership 2020 T shirt
Ken called the start of the meeting and 
discussion on how to get 2019 awards to 
members since we were unable to award them 
at the banquet due to cancellation because of 
Covid 19.  It was mutually agreed to send the 
awards to each individual with MnDRA 
covering the shipping expense.

The survey results showed that there could be 
a variation of compliance on following the 
social distancing rules rides would potentially 
have to follow in order to be held.   There is 
concern on how ride managers would have to 
deal with the individual needs of the Riders, 
the volunteers and veterinarians, and the 
possible issues that could be encountered.  
The other issue is if ride attendance will be 
enough to not be a loss financially.  Ken 

suggested that ride managers take a poll on 
who would come before having the ride so that 
they have some idea if it will be well attended 
or not.  

The board mutually agreed that there will be 
no 2020 year-end awards

The board mutually agreed to carry the 2020 
membership dues to 2021 as well as the 
sanction dues for the private rides.

Covid mitigation committee, AERC will be 
sending a Covid 19 guideline for Ride 
managers on June 1st.  If that is adequate 
there will be no need for MnDRA to have a 
committee. 

Virtual ride- All agreed that MnDRA should not 
participate in a virtual ride competition.  

Board Elections, since there is the potential for 
no ride season for 2020, and most likely not 
any membership meetings, the board elections 
will carry over into 2021.  

T shirt for the 2020 Covid 19, there has been a 
lot of interest from membership.  Ken will put 
out a request from membership for design 
ideas.  Also Ken will look into some of the 
online businesses such as Custom Ink, 
members can order and pay them and they 
will ship to each person and a percentage 
goes to MnDRA for fundraising. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM

MnDRA Board Meeting Minutes
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The 2020 MnDRA Schedule 

Aug 28 - 30 MnDRA I St. Croix State Park

Cancelled Border Battle Boogie Gov. Knowles St. Forest*

Cancelled Maplewood West Maplewood State Park

Cancelled S.E. Minnesota Forestville State Park

Cancelled Mosquito Run         Crow Hassen Park Reserve

Cancelled Northern Lightz Run** Twin Valley Arena

Aug 15-16 Huntersville Hundred Huntersville State Forest

Cancelled Charity Cup Pillsbury State Forest

Sept 26-27 Run Cut Foot Run.    Cut Foot Sioux Horse Camp

Oct 16-17 Point Chaser Zumbro Bottoms - West

You can find all the info at https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/ 

We all need a fun diversion. A few people suggested that we should have a T-shirt to 
commemorate this historic year. I suggested that since everyone was still in first place we could 
have a 2020 MnDRA Season Champion shirt for everyone. Sarah M pointed out that everyone 
was also in last place so maybe a 2020 MnDRA Turtle shirt. I know many of you have cute ways 
to celebrate this season. So the challenge is out there. Send your designs to 
newsletter@mndra.com 

Let your creative juices flow. Remember we hope to put this on a t-shirt. At the end of June, I’ll 
put all the designs up for a vote. In July we will start taking orders. Have fun.

MnDRA 2020 Season T-shirt Design

mailto:newsletter@mndra.com
https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/
https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/
mailto:newsletter@mndra.com
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Covid Survey Summary Results

This survey’s purpose was to get an idea of how our riders feel about the pandemic and how it may influence them in terms 
of riding this year. This information will be (and has been) used by RMs as they decide if they wish to hold their ride. The 
board also used it to gain insights as we decided what to do about the disruption to the season. It was designed to first get 
an idea what membership’s comfort level with the mitigation efforts society is currently using and then their comfort level 
with new guidelines that would need to be implemented at the rides for AERC sanctioning to occur. These two parts could 
be correlated to help try to predict what might happen at ride camp. I asked Katie Vogel, who has experience with research 
in human behavior, to take a look at the results and share her interpretation with me. I shared that with the board and RMs. 

The general take-away is we are like the public at large. There are strong feelings on both ends of the spectrum. The results 
suggest there is a small number who would probably demand adherence to the guidelines and a small number who may not 
follow the guidelines. Even though we all know and like each other, there is a significant chance that confrontations will 
happen in ride camp. Below you see the summary of the results. Again, I want to remind you that all of the results were 
anonymous. 

PreCovid 

 

PostCovid 
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Preseason Plans 

 

 

 

 Comfortable       Uncomfortable 



June 9, 2020

7

Comfortable Uncomfortable

Comfortable Uncomfortable



June 9, 2020

8

Comfortable Uncomfortable
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Comfortable       Uncomfortable 
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Ride Guidelines

If you become ill at the ride, will you be able to isolate yourself and notify the RM?

No problem - 63   Ok - 9 Problem - 4

If you or anyone in your family display symptoms anytime a week before the ride, you will stay home even if 
you think it was just a cold.

No problem - 69   Ok - 4 Problem - 3

If you or anyone who was at the ride with you display symptoms within two weeks after the ride, you will 
contact the RM.

No problem - 71   Ok - 2 Problem - 3
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Problem Comments:

•Riders only in camp keeps out family members who support their riders as crew, children who come along 
to camp etc. There are also volunteers who don't ride but help out a lot with the ride management. Keeping 
horses so far apart would be difficult on a high line or tied to trailers, especially if a friends are camping 
together. One person at a time in the crew area would be very hard to do when people ride in groups, which 
most do. Novice rides should still be offered but day riders (who don't camp) can be in a separate area to 
tack up etc.  
•Everyone should just take care of their own horse, no other helpers. 
•toilets are pretty important. perhaps having spray sanitizer in the bathrooms so people could spray when 
done. no novice rides, I might not come to any rides. additional fees suck. ask people to bring supplies 
•Riders only in camp would be hard for me. I’m a single parent and wknds I have my daughter she comes 
with along with my mom. They hangout while I plan to ride. I would also hate to see novice rides go away as 
my daughter is hoping to do one or two this year. I’m not one that chooses to wear a mask at anytime but if I 
have to for a vet check so we can have a ride I’ll suck it up.  
•Could we do novice ride length/time without going in groups? 
•6 not 10 feet. Can socialize with more than one group if keep 6 ft distance. Non riding partner/spouse OK 
IN camp. 6 ft not 12 foot nor.sevspace. What is additional emergency info? 
•Follow MDH Guidance 
•People are not going to be honest if after the fact they have symptoms.  
•Due to the extreme differences in opinion of the Covid situation, and the fact we have not peaked yet in 
our state, I do not believe that all riders will abide by the restrictions. I have mixed feelings on whether these 
events should happen but overall I feel I will not participate due to the risks that are increased from other 
people not believing/understanding the severity of the situation. 
•One person should be allowed to come with anybody to the ride for support. that person should/could be 
required to stay in the camping area of that trailer.  
•The groups that usually ride together will claim no COVID problem with being close on the trail and will 
further isolate those of us who ride alone. This makes worse a problem that is already HUGE and mostly 
ignored 
•I don’t thing anyone should be gathering in groups. Riders should stick to their family group and maintain 
at least a 6ft distance from other people. How will you keep people safe (limit/use safety precautions) at 
timer, check in, vet check? 
•Need to allow family groups regardless of how many are there. We have some extended families with 
more than 3 people who may choose to ride together. Also, may have some small groups that trailer 
together who may not be family, but live together or choose to risk being together. If they come in the same 
rig - they might as well ride together. Can't control spacing for 12 ft apart on the trail as not all trails are wide 
enough to allow it. I believe the risk on trail is small enough that 6 ft would be sufficient to allow passing, 
etc. Novices are the future of our sport, I think we need to consider other options to satisfy their needs and 
help them feel included. Without a robust novice group, we will continue to diminish in numbers. Option - 
run a novice only event on Sunday afternoon, after LD's are done to minimize congestion and send them 
out in groups of 2 - 3 people max, keeping 15 min intervals between groups. We may need to look for other 
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opportunities to do Novice only events in smaller group settings - maybe a riding clinic with maximum of 10 riders 
but run it in shifts (morning, afternoon, early evening)  
•Cancel the rides. There are no ways to make the rides safe given the COVID pandemic and the problems with 
individuals asserting their own individual “rights.” 
•No hand sanitizer available to purchase that I've found. Horses are horses and they don't always maintain 10' or 
12' distances, despite owner's best intentions. I see this being violated by many people. 
•Novice riders are how we will grow the organization. We need to support them and give them a reason to keep 
riding and help build the sport. Maybe look at other ways to provide them with opportunities to ride - allow them to 
only come for a half day - maybe after the LD's are done, etc. Just thinking we need to find a way to support 
them. 2 people in the crew area - only for Novices. Maintaining 10' distance on the trail would be really difficult - 
some trails it would be very difficult to pass someone on the trail. Not being able to socialize with multiple people 
would take a lot of the joy out of the rides. Riding is fabulous, but the friends in ridecamp make this sport special! 
•I think groups of 10 are risky, dangerous and unnecessary. 
•There are no ways to insure COVID safety because not everyone takes the dangers, the risks, seriously. No way 
to enforce COVID rules. Violation after violation from dogs loose in camp to children endangering horses and 
riders result in no penalties no actions taken. So, try it with COVID rules. Will not happen sufficiently to protect us. 
So, what results is having the elitist group of MNDRA once again doing as they please while the remainder of us 
are further ostracized. Cancel the rides and be done with it. You are doing more harm than good with continuing 
this year 
•Due to a lack of conditioning this year I might prefer the novice distance so it’d be nice to have that option. It 
wouldn’t stop me from coming if it’s not an option though.  
•I don't think it would be possible to only have one or two horse/rider combinations in vet area or crew area, the 
process would take much to long to get everyone through in a timely manner. 
•If we prepay will a refund be a possibility if we get sick or show symptoms? 
•A person who isn’t necessarily racing should also be able to camp  
•I don't think we should be penalized financially because of the virus. We are showing up after all and 
contributing an entry fee. 
•I would only do novice rides this year because it is my first year and my horses are only 5 years old, so if no 
novice rides are being held I will not attend any rides this year. 
•I likely won’t be able to attend most rides if only riders are allowed in camp.  
•I think it would be very difficult not to allow family members to be at a ride especially for junior Riders. I'm not 
saying that I think they should be allowed, I'm saying that I think it's difficult to have a ride because of many of 
these factors I don't want things allowed that are dangerous 
•Allow one non rider to come. I’m the only person who rides in my family, and usually a family member comes 
with me to drive/help.  
•Respect my personal/privacy rights 
•I need my support person Only one horse/rider in crew area seems not possible, if able have larger crew area to 
allow spacing 
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Additional steps

•I don't feel it would be a problem for the rider to scribe during vet checks so the paperwork only is handled by 
the rider (but I'm ok with scribes too). 
•Mark or cone off the vet and hold area distances very clearly. Riders are not used to 6' between horses much 
less 10'. 
•I think the change in rules would be doable but over 80% of the rides are for socializing and riding with your 
friends. This would make it extremely difficult to do. My daughter rides as a junior and rides with 3 other adults. 
The 3 person limit would exclude her.  
•Thank u for all the work u have put into considerations for the group 
•This would be difficult to enforce and not motivation to attend them. Also additional cost to the rider and lack of 
attendance could be detrimental to the club. 
•More than 1 rider with horse in crew area. Everyone wear a mask 
•RIdes will need to keep a complete list of riders, volunteers and crew or others with people who are present at 
the ride.  
•I think these are all appropriate steps to take 
•Since we promote distance riding as a family type of event, it seems to me that there is no real good 
way to include family members, crew (others not necessarily family) or to just encourage new people to 
join our 'tribe' during this crisis. This is sport, extra above and beyond our daily routine that has become 
so very safety oriented. I feel that by limiting as much as it's going to take just to be able to feel good 
about competing will not be worth all the extra expense and effort. We might be losing more money for 
MnDRA by trying to have the event if people decide to stay away anyway for health and safety reasons. 
I also feel that ride management should/could make allowances when people in a group are from the 
same family or have traveled together with their horses in the same truck/trailer combo as far as being 
in the same campsite is concerned. Sometimes you have no option other than bringing a child along 
even if they are not competing. 
•Cancel. COVID rules are not enforceable. What punishment or sanction to those who do not social 
distance or sanitize or wear a mask? Just like with current rules, RMs cannot enforce them. So, do not 
make rides a dangerous place to be. 
•Spacing between trailers will be tough at some campsites - thinking Mosquito Campground and 
Charity Cup. We would need to greatly limit the number of participants for each of those rides just 
based on the campground design. 
•Cancel the rides. Having them with rules that are not going to be followed by multiple above it all 
individuals just makes it worse for everyone. Makes the organization open to all sorts of lawsuits 
•Caution is the best course until there is more widespread testing and tracking of cases. Realistically 
looking at resumption next year, not later this year, at this point seems most prudent.  
•Small children need to be contained, and not in Vet area 
•Cancel. Begin again next season, Too dangerous. Continuing with so-called COVID measures in place 
exacerbates the widening divide between the elitist, self-promoting MNDRA members and the outsider 
members 
•How will the RM handle riders/campers that ignore the rules in camp AFTER the day's rides are over? 
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•If more than minor measures need to be taken re COVID-19, I think ride should not be held. I would 
not go to a ride if masks and distancing were required (not because I think these are silly or 
unwarranted, but because I would consider the whole situation too high risk when I could just go riding 
alone or with 1-2 friends for pretty much same benefit.) 
•Either no awards or put awards out somewhere for individual pickup. 
•I am not sure I will go on any rides this year because I am new to the sport. I wanted to attend the 
clinic first, which was canceled. To figure out what to do as a new person to this sport I would really 
need a mentor or to hang out with someone who had experience and with covid dangers I am not sure 
that is possible now.  
•I’m not too concerned about it actually.  
•Mandatory mask zone on camp driveway, toilet, water spigot, vet, and RM areas 
•I think that this would be a good year to pause and reflect and stay safe. I worry about the safety of the 
Vets coming in contact with so many people and potentially exposing themselves. I would like to see all 
the rides canceled this year 
•Each rider should take responsibility for their own safety and respect the right of the other riders. This 
is America!!! 
•Could payments be made via PayPal? 
•Run LD and Endurance like comp with regards to starting in staggered small groups. 
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Feedback to the board

•I just want rides to happen. I will help in any way possible. I don’t believe that we are unsafe at 
ride camp or when we are riding. 
•Could only scribe when not riding 
•I understand there will be new rules but I worry a lot of the fun will be taken out and I hope people 
don’t feel the need to go around judging others or appointing themselves police (other than ride 
managers)  
•I would probably come by myself and maybe one other horse and not bring my grandkids to ride 
unless their parents are okay with potential exposure. Not sure I could keep them separated well 
enough to make it safe for everyone. 
•Just cancel. Too much at stake 
•Not able to scribe if I am riding  
•"Safety before ego" should be the motto for 2020. 
•I will have to see what accommodations are being made before I risk my life going to a ride. 
•Thank you for all the work you've been doing! Right now I would commit to the rides, but it will be 
dependent on what is happening with Covid in the state at the time. 
•It's ok to not have a season You are all doing a great job with a difficult situation Maybe be able to 
submit training miles and get a special covid/riding t-shirt if no season to remember strange 
situation, or offer one for purchase 
•I may go to rides later in the season pending the future of the virus. I don’t think we should have a 
ride season this year. Even if outside activities are good and have moderate risk. I don’t trust that 
people will follow guidelines and people will be lax about cleanliness/distances. 
•Thank you for your thoughtful considerations. I support whatever decisions are made.  
•I believe the board will not be able to enforce any restrictions on riders whom may not believe the 
seriousness of the virus and whom will not abide by the restrictions which will put the rest of us at 
risk. Its not worth it.  
•Ride season needs to be placed on hold this year. People are not making wise decisions and the 
COVID numbers state wide are maintaining they are not trending down - things open up and the 
numbers will maintain. MN and WI are predicted for a surge in the fall again in numbers. Rumors of 
school not resuming. With our rides we are also intermingling persons from other states that have 
increasing numbers of COVID along with riders that have compromised health conditions. At this 
current time ,people are just itching to get out and not using wise judgement. Camping has always 
been a challenge for our rides. IE: we know how to pack them in. Are RM limiting the number of 
riders per ride due to camping? The disinfecting of the camp site is interesting. Who is providing the 
cleaning solution for the vet area and how is it being used. I have seen a lot of people and 
businesses not use disinfecting products properly thinking they are doing good(false sense of 
security). Or not using CDC approved products. One example is the WI Dells made an 
announcement that the water parks are opening because the virus can't live in the pools due to the 
chlorine and bromide. True statement. BUT what about the kids/people standing shoulder to 
shoulder on the water slide, floating together in the pool using the bathroom? One hotel placed 
their sanitation plan on the website and the cleaner was called Bio-protect. Sounds good but it does 
not claim (nor have proper ingredients )to kill viruses. Again false sense of security.  
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•Southeast is too soon  
•I am completely fine with prioritizing safety and health first. Even if that means no rides. I want to 
see us all come back next year.  
•Feeling like you cancel this year and build a strong plan for next year. People can ride for fun.  
•The risk to the riders and support staff is not worth the gain at this point. Having the potential to 
infect our ride family and the potential financial loss to the organization does not out way the gain. 
•I would only attend the rides I indicated if novice is still available 
•As much as I was looking forward to this years rides (as well as seeing the amazing people that 
go along with it) my son is at a high risk for Covid, and we have been completely locked down, so I 
do not think we would be comfortable being around people until later in the summer/fall depending 
on how things develop. I do think that if all those steps are taken it will be a lot safer and I would 
hopefully be able to attend a later ride. 
•I think the season should be cancelled for this year 
•Thank you for all you do! 
•I am not planning to attend any competitions this season due to the virus risk, regardless of 
precautions. 
•I appreciate the thought going into these decisions and will support 100%. Individuals need to 
decide for themselves and support the plan.  
•Appreciate everything you are doing! Whatever is decided, you still have my support! 
•some of the rides are quite far for me to drive to so I won't attend. I have a new horse that isn't 
ready for competition. I would like to attend a few for experience for the horse and perhaps 
volunteer in the vetting area 
•I am leary about attending rides because there is going to be lots of exited people & horses 
wanting to ride, really ride. With green inexperienced horses that could be a problem. Remove the 
competition & ride for mileage only??? I don't know if that would work. I also don't think people will 
follow the new rules very well. So the ride managers would have to be the police on top of all the 
extra stuff. I want to ride so bad but I'm not sure it's smart.  
•I’m planning to ride 2 horses this year, so would not be able to scribe.  
•I like the rule ideas that ask people to be responsible about whether they or their family has been 
having any symptoms or fever. I do this for work as well. Also I think require masks in vet area, 
crew area, registration.  
•This year is going to be a lot more expensive in general for a lot of people even though gas is 
currently cheaper. People are out of work and keeping horses and traveling to venues is not a 
cheap proposition. And, of course, there are the risks and a large number of our members are in 
the close to or over 60 age group. 
•Wondering why the distance is 10 feet and 12 feet when everything you hear about social 
distancing is 6 feet. Also why 99.5 or greater? CDC defines fever as 100.4 or greater. We are not 
excluded from work at 99.5. There are many people who run in the 99's at baseline. External 
factors and types of thermometers can affect temperature readings. 
•Cancel all. 
•It is very difficult for ride managers and ride volunteers and vets in normal situations to work at the 
rides. I think this added covid complications really makes it nearly impossible. It just doesn't sound 
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like it would be fun either. Thanks for all your hard work in putting this together and working through 
these difficult times 
•Thanks for taking the time to collect these responses. 
•Veterinarians, scribes, personnel and esp RM need to feel safe and not have "none cooperative" 
people be unpleasant. 
•Cancel 

Feedback to RMs 

•We will come if you have rides! At least 2 of us and we may ride multiple days  
•I have significant concerns over the ability of the group to remain compliant - we are a very social 
group and in a larger setting, it will be very easy for people to slip - just because of the desire to 
see their friends.  
•RMs greatly appreciated. Take this year off 
•Good luck (I am sincere, not flippant here). 
•Even if it isn't an official hosted ride but perhaps just a trail that is marked, and people can ride on 
their own, with no vet and no points i would still go. I think it would be fun to have a more relaxed 
season than no season at all. Also I think at this type of a ride it would be nice to camp and ride 
with other distance riders without the pressure of a race 
•Rider's meeting could be on paper, no in person meeting. Or, get a mike so people can be spread 
out. 
•it may be less expensive to the organization to not hold the rides than it would be to have a 
significantly smaller ride that can't even break even.  
•It's ok to cancel your ride You are doing a great job with a difficult situation 
•Cancel the season 
•Just thank you for all that you do.  
•Having a ride at this time will put vets and volunteers at a greater risk due to lack of distancing 
and intermingling of people from other areas of MN and other states. Look at the rates state wide 
and look at how the infectious rate various in different parts of the state. How are riders going to 
come in and present with a mask for vet check? How is the timer in and out without masks going to 
go? Who is going to monitor COVID precautions in the crew/vet area? What are the consequences 
for not following stated guidelines? Interesting how vet checks would be done with riders coming in 
and one person in the check area at a time. Especially a in LD/Comp. You have riders coming in 
and going out. Crew areas may be difficult to maintain.  
•I back any pro safety decisions you have to make.  
•Thank you for trying to keep the events open, but please do what is best for you and the 
organization. 
•It will be hard for new people to compete this year with the distancing requirements. 
•Thank you for all of your hard work keeping the riders, manager, volunteers, and community safe. 
This is so important!  
•Are you sure you want to do so much additional work and stress just so riders can do what they 
can do on their own? 
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•Good luck! 
•Thank them for working so hard in difficult times. 
•Don't take it personally. This virus demands our respect, and I don't want to be in harm's way. You 
all do a great job; I'd hate to see anyone get sick or die from attending a ride after all your diligent 
efforts. Take care! 
•Do what you think is best for your rides. Thank you  
•Appreciate everything you are doing! Whatever is decided, you still have my support! 
•I encourage everyone to do our best to have a good riding season. I think social distancing at a 
ride should not be as difficult as in a store 
•I support however we make the best of this crazy situation-thanks for asking 
•like the rule ideas that ask people to be responsible about whether they or their family has been 
having any symptoms or fever. I do this for work as well. Also I think require masks in vet area, 
crew area, registration.  
•Cancel for this year - start again next year  
•If I were managing a ride this year, I would most likely cancel it and start planning for 2021. 
•Our Ride Managers are awesome! Tough decisions for all of them.  
•Thank-you for all your hard work 
•Thanks for your hard work. 
•I am sorry I can't give a more definitive answer to the participation question. I also wish I could say 
I would volunteer, but most likely I would not. To be honest, I will likely go trail ride with a small 
group of friends and forgo competing. It's challenging enough without the added pressure of covid.  
•Thanks for taking on this hard job! 
•You are appreciated. Please cancel all rides 
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1. Introduce us to your family:  I’m Keri, my husband Paul, 
and our children, Zachary and Kaitlyn. 

2. What do you do to support your horse habit? I’m a 
surgical technologist. 

3. What do you usually ride  in MnDRA? Novice 

4. Who are your current horses?  An Awesome Betty- barn 
name: Abby(ApHC), Gotta Flirt – Barn Name: 
Majestic(ApHC) 

5. Who was your first or most memorable horse?  I grew up 
with horses but Tika, an Appaloosa mare I received when I 
was 11 years old and she was 4 months old, was a 
very special horse to me.  Aside from working with 
problem ponies at the time, she was the first horse I 
was given to train.  

 6. What is your favorite moment on a horse?    
Whenever my son and daughter are riding with me 
on the trail. 

7. Why do you ride MnDRA or why did you start? I 
wanted to try something new. The vet checks help to 
ensure the health of the horse is priority, which is 
rare in other disciplines. 

8. What was your most embarrassing moment at a 

Keri Wesley
ride (or the funniest moment)?    I haven’t experienced that…..yet on 
an endurance ride however when I was younger we did a lot of trail 
riding. Our family with a group of friends went to Zumbro riding for the 
weekend. I put a dead snake in the corner of an outhouse. It didn’t go 
over well with the women who was first to see the snake. 

9. What is something people might be surprised to know about you? I 
am a certified Equine Sports Massage Therapist however I do not 
practice to the public. I received my training through EquiTouch 
located in Colorado in the early 2000’s.   

 10. What does your significant other think of you doing this?  Well, 
although Paul did not grow up with horses and no longer rides, we 
have been together for 22 years and I have always had my horses 
and been active with them. 

11. What do you like to do that doesn’t involve horses?  Nothing  else, 
really. 

12. How did you learn about this sport and how did you start?  I saw a 
post about the clinic on FB so I attended and it went from there. Life 
has thrown me some curve balls since my very first ride so I have not 
been able to progress as much as I would have liked too. I just started 
my current mare, An Awesome Betty, under saddle last year so I was 
hoping to take her on her first novice ride this summer. 
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