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Wanted: Endurance 
News

As you do your winter 
cleaning, keep your old 
Endurance News for 
Sarah Carlson who will 
use them in a 4H talk 
about distance riding.

 

Howdy everyone, 

Well, things are popping and the season is going to be a question mark this 
year. All you concrete-sequential folks are going to have a hard time over 
the next few months because we need to be flexible, changing things at the 
last minute. 

As you all hopefully know, we cancelled the banquet for this year. The board 
weighed the desire to celebrate our sport vs. the risk gatherings bring this 
month. Since we really don’t know how many people have been exposed in 
Minnesota, we felt that leaning toward the side of caution was the better 
path. As a MD just said, “You hope we can say we over-reacted.” It’s better 
than saying ‘in hindsight, we probably shouldn’t have done that.’ 

I want to thank Dale and Teresa Fett and Sandy Fett for planning the event 
and coming up with a plan once we figured out we need to cancel. The 
venue had already incurred some costs, and would lose the income from 
our event, so we felt it was proper to have some of the fee that attendees 
have already paid go to them. They also came up with a simple way for us 
to return the rest; by offering a credit toward a MnDRA ride. What we didn’t 
count on was members’ generosity.  

To keep things simple for the ride managers and the club, here is my 
proposal for those who want to put their credit toward something else. If you 
wish to donate your credit to someone else, call them up and tell them to 
use your name when they register for a ride. The RMs will then cross you off 
the master list. Do not make your offer general so that perhaps two people 
come to a ride and ask for your credit. Any money not used at the end of the 
season will be used on next year’s banquet. Maybe whoever is in charge 
can get a special dessert.  

As to this season; as many of you know, I have been concerned for awhile 
that three of our four rides happen within five weeks at the beginning of the 
season. As my bride shared with me, people are treating this outbreak as a 
MN blizzard when they should be thinking of it as a MN winter. When you 
look at the graph on the next page (much better than those scientific 
versions) you’ll see that if we are successful in flattening the curve, the time 
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we deal with this lengthens. The 
board will continue to monitor what 
is happening and make decisions as 
to the MnDRA rides in as timely a 
manner as we can. But to be 
proactive, members should start 
thinking about the possibility of no 
rides in May. It took China over two 
months of draconian efforts with a 
non-mobile population to get ahead 
of the virus. Our country is very 
mobile and less tolerant of 

restrictions so I would not be 
surprised if it takes three or four months to contain this. Luckily, we Minnesotans have social 
distancing down to an art; have you ever watched two guys talk to each other? 

I am asking you let a board member know what you think about possibly cancelling rides. You can 
find our email addresses below. I suspect the state will take the decision out of our hands by not 
opening the parks. The CDC is already recommending all events with fifty or more people be 
cancelled for the next eight weeks. That would put us past MnDRA I.  

So watch for emails. I will also post most of the emails on the MnDRA FB page. Deb will put items on 
the announcement page of the web site. So if you are not getting emails, check the other pages 
regularly. Things are going to change weekly. 

Meanwhile, we will still try to have a season. This is why the club has a healthy reserve fund. If you 
haven’t mailed in your membership, please do so this week. Look for the membership form in this 
newsletter. Most importantly, as we say in biology, “Stay calm and maintain homeostasis.” Think 
twice before you visit vulnerable folks, stay away from crowds, and damn it, limit your TP purchases. 

Happy trails, 

Ken   

Ken - duckmeyer@gmail.com 

Dale - RL96TA@aol.com 

Holly - 3mustangrider@gmail.com 

Sandy - sandra.fett2010@gmail.com 

Carmen - MrsSteuck@gmail.com 

Teresa - teresa.fett@gmail.com  

Source: https://twitter.com/amdar1ing
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The 2020 MnDRA Schedule 

May 2-3 MnDRA I St. Croix State Park

May 16-17 Border Battle Boogie Gov. Knowles St. Forest*

May 30-31 Maplewood West Maplewood State Park

June 20-21 S.E. Minnesota Forestville State Park

July 11-12 Mosquito Run         Crow Hassen Park Reserve

July 24-25 Northern Lightz Run** Twin Valley Arena

Aug 15-16 Huntersville Hundred Huntersville State Forest

Sept 7-8 Charity Cup Pillsbury State Forest

Sept 26-27 Run Cut Foot Run.    Cut Foot Sioux Horse Camp

Oct 16-17 Point Chaser Zumbro Bottoms - West

* Wisconsin

** Fri evening-Saturday

You can find all the info at https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/ 

https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/
https://www.mndra.com/ride-schedule/
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March 21, 2020 
Frazee Event Center 

(Downtown Frazee) 

SCHEDULE 
2:30 Ride Manager’s Meeting  
3:00 Board Meeting  
4:00 General Meeting  
5:00 Social Hour  
6:00 Dinner, Speaker (Lise Lunde), and Awards  
Bar will be open 

Dinner  
Menu: Grilled 6 oz. Steak and Grilled Chicken 
(meal includes both), Loaded Mashed Potatoes, 
Glazed Carrots, Dinner Rolls w/Butter, 
Cheesecake Dessert, Ice Water/Coffee                               
Cost: $22 

Silent Auction 
Please bring an item that can be put on the 
silent auction table. It can be used or new, 
clean out some items you don’t need. These will 
be sold and funds will be donated to a ride 
location to be used for horse trails. 

Winter Meeting Info

2020 Clinic News

 

Hey MnDRA members!  Please mark April 18th and 
April 25th on your calendars!  April 18th is the 2020 
Distance Clinic and we have a lot of new topics 
being presented so there is something for all levels 
of endurance riders. April 25th is the Mock Ride.  If 
you know someone who is interested, please share 
the clinic facebook page with them (2020 Distance 
Riding Clinic).  This has proven to be our best 
vehicle to grow our sport! The clinic provides a lot 
of information and the mock ride gives new people 
the opportunity to practice what they learned.  

At the clinic - I always appreciate people who bring 
potluck food (I'll have sloppy joes, water, coffee, tea 
and some snack food) and are willing to visit and 
mingle with the new riders to answer basic 
questions and make them feel welcome.  That's 
one of the most important things that we can do - 
make them feel welcome at both events and let 
them know they can start where they are at - with 
their current horse and tack and that there will be a 
place for them at the rides.  MnDRA members get a 
$10 discount to attend the clinic.  I hope to see you 
there!! 
  
In reality - we can't make these types of events 
work without your help!  While MnDRA has taken 
on sponsorship of the mock ride, it still can’t happen 
without volunteers. Please contact Karrie Halibur 
for opportunities to help at the mock ride - she will 
need group leaders, people to help in the vet area 
and registration and people to coach new riders 
and more.  It. Is being held at Crow Hassen Park. 
Peggy

Cancelled due to biology
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AERC Rule/Bylaw Change Proposals

Editor notes: There are two related proposals before 
AERC to try to deal with the problem of short rides. Short 
rides often result from one of two issues: one, a site just 
does not have enough trail to make a fifty-mile ride; two, 
the trail is so challenging that only the elite can finish in 
twelve hours. The two proposals before the AERC BOD 
attempt to address each of these problems. The first 
proposal is fairly simple; just remove all stops and hold 
times from the twelve hour limit. This would address the 
second reason listed above. You can find rational for this 
proposal in the draft agenda linked below. However, this 
does not address the trail issue. 

The second motion, which does try to address limited 
trails, represents a major change in the sport. I have 
included the second motion and the minutes of the BOD 
discussion below. You can also find articles about this 
motion in the Oct. and Nov. issues of Endurance News 
from last year.  

We will have a brief discussion of this at the winter 
meeting per Angie M request. We will not be voting on our 
views at the meeting. I will set up a short poll after the 
meeting to get a sampling of our view to forward to Angie. 
If you have any thoughts you’d like to share with AERC, 
you should email a member of the competition committee. 

From Draft Agenda, AERC BOD Midyear Meeting can be 
viewed at https://aerc.org/static/Temp/2019MidyearSummary.pdf 

Motion Name: Establishing 40 and 45 Mile Long Rides  

Proposing Committee: Competitions  

Background, analysis and benefit supporting Motion 
to  

Create a 40 and 45-Mile Long Ride Category  

Since the introduction of the GPS, it has become clear that 
many of our rides are shorter than sanctioned. Part of the 
problem is that many of our rides are in locations that do not 
have 50 miles of trail or the terrain is so challenging that a 
50-mile ride could not be done in the time allotted. Without 
the new Long Ride category many of our current rides that 
are short (and miles cannot be added) can no longer be held.  

This motion is being made by Competition Committee to 
create a new category of Long rides –sanctioned as 40 and 
45 miles. The 40-mile Long Ride would be a minimum of 40 
miles and include courses to 42.4 miles. The 45-mile ride 
would be courses of 42.5 to 47.4 miles. The Long Rides 
would have placings and would point-combine with the 
Endurance category so no new awards would need to be 
established, but with points prorated according to the 
mileage. This new category of rides would allow the 
sanctioning of 40 and 45-mile rides in areas where 50 miles 
are not practical, or 50 miles of trail are not available. This 
new category would increase and preserve trails that would 
otherwise not be used for rides. This category of rides would 
provide more options for Ride managers to put on rides that 
are attractive to the membership.  

Long Rides would take the pressure off our sanctioning 
directors. Now sanctioning directors have the dilemma of 
either taking a hard line and refusing to sanction a ride 
because it is short. It will also make the Ride Managers job 
easier as they will be able to put on the ride for the distance 
they actually have available without having to try and 
artificially manufacture more trail. The actual difference in 
miles and points between a 45 and a 50-mile ride is really 
very minimal. AERC and the membership will benefit as this 
motion will reduce the controversy and allow potentially for 
more rides at different distances.  

https://aerc.org/static/Temp/2019MidyearSummary.pdf
https://aerc.org/static/Temp/2019MidyearSummary.pdf
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This new category of rides would be a gentler transition 
to the endurance category and 
Long Rides may be helpful in helping LD riders to 
transition to longer distances. For those LD riders doing 
25 or 30-mile rides, attempting a 40-mile ride may not 
seem that far of a leap. 
This would not interfere with the LD category so the LD 
rules and awards would not change.  

The establishment of these Long Rides would require a 
by-law change but the establishment of this new 
category would help to eliminate the short 50-mile 
rides. Section 4.01 of the by-laws state that “a ride shall 
consist of one of the following events” and then list 
Limited Distance Rides as being 25 to 35 miles  

and Endurance Rides as being a minimum of 50 miles. 
The Long Ride category would list rides of 40 and 45-
mile rides. The Board may want to consider allowing 
pioneer rides to have a 3-day minimum of 125 miles. 
This may possibly create more pioneer rides since 
some ride managers would consider doing more if they 
knew they did not have to find 50-mile courses.  

The by-law change establishing Long Rides, would not 
require new set of rules to be written, but only a few 
rules referencing sections of the Endurance category. 
The minimum equine age for Long Rides would be 60 
months (the same as 50 mile rides). The preamble to 
the LD rules would need to be changed to “ . . . held in 
conjunction with an AERC Long or endurance ride.”  

Attached with this is a preliminary red line of the AERC 
Rules showing the rules we believe will be impacted 
and some proposed wording. We would defer the final 
version of theses changes to the Rules Committee.  

Finally, we will be submitting in conjunction with this 
motion another separate motion changing Rule 5 to 

allow for the full 12 hours per 50 miles of ride time 
(removing hold time from the 12-hour completion time).  

From 7/20/19 Midyear Minutes can be found at https://
www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/

Minutes20190720.pdf  

Troy Eckard presented a motion from the Competitions 
Committee. Proposed motion: Establishing a Long Ride 
category for sanctioning 40- and 45-mile rides.  

This motion is being made by the Competitions 
Committee to create a new category called Long Rides 
–sanctioned as 40 and 45 miles. The 40-mile Long 
Ride would be a minimum of 40 miles up to 47.4 miles. 
The Long Rides would have placings and would point-
combine with the Endurance category so no new 
awards would need to be established, but with points 
prorated according to the mileage. This new category 
of rides would allow the sanctioning of 40 and 45-mile 
rides in areas where 50 miles are not practical, or 50 
miles of trail are not  

available. This new category would increase and 
preserve trails that would otherwise not be used for 
rides. This category of rides would provide more 
options for Ride Managers to put on rides that are 
attractive to the membership. The committee felt that 
AERC and the membership will benefit as this motion 
will reduce the controversy and potentially allow for 
more rides at different distances.  

The establishment of these Long Rides would require a 
bylaw change, but the establishment of this new 
category would help to eliminate the short 50-mile 
rides. The Board may want to consider allowing 
pioneer rides to have a  

3-day minimum of 125 miles. This may possibly create 
more pioneer rides since some ride managers would 

https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/Minutes20190720.pdf
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consider doing more if they knew they did not have to 
find 50-mile courses.  

Monica Chapman thanked the Competitions 
Committee, which she tasked with this issue. She 
stated that she didn’t expect the Board to vote on this 
motion today but would like the Board to come up with 
ideas and solutions to discuss with our members and 
this motion starts the discussion. The Board and the 
membership need to understand the situation better, 
but we may all need to compromise. Monica Chapman 
reviewed feedback from the other committees. Mike 
Maul made a graph that showed average times of rides 
over the past 9 years are taking a little longer to 
complete. He felt that with the use of GPS’s that many 
ride managers are responding by lengthening their 
rides. A thorough, lengthy discussion was held by the 
Board members on the merits of this solution for 
allowing rides with less mileage.  

Marcia Hefker-Miles said she would like to see articles 
on this subject in the next three issues of Endurance 
News. She would like to see a survey put in the 
magazine where interested members could fill it out 
and send it in. She would like honest discussion on the 
possibility of awarding mileage (points) for whatever 
the distance may be. Naomi Preston felt 
communication is the key and the Board could come 
together to work through this to come up with solutions 
to discuss with our members. Most Board members felt 
that actual miles would be better solution than a 
separate category. Either way a bylaw change would 
be required and need approval by the members. Troy 
Eckard said there are many issues to be considered, 
such as regional differences, historical viewpoints 
come into play, as well as the bylaw change. He felt it 
would take time to make changes, but we need to start 

somewhere. The motion is not perfect but is a 
framework that is a start in dealing with the issue.  

Monica Chapman would like the Competitions 
Committee to write a series of articles starting in 
September. The articles would need to review the 
history and why are we looking at making changes. 
Discuss the pros and cons, include surveys to get more 
input from our members.  

Connie Caudill made a motion to send the motion back 
to the Competitions Committee to develop a framework 
to be brought back to the Board and membership. Tim 
Worden seconded. Motion passed.  

Troy Eckard will send the Board an outline of this 
discussion from this meeting.  

Troy Eckard made a motion to send the earlier 
postponed motion to exclude hold times from rides 
times back to the Competitions Committee to bring 
back in conjunction with the 40-45-mile motion. 
Seconded by Vance Stine. Motion passed.  
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Editor’s note: While variable hold times have not been 
used to date in Minnesota, there have been rides in 
Wisconsin that have used them. The AERC BOD 
added the following rule to eliminate their use in AERC 
sanctioned rides. 

From AERC BOD Conference Call, 10/14/19  can be 
viewed at: https://www.aerc.org/static/Documents/BoardMinutes/
Minutes20191014.pdf  

Michael Campbell presented from the Rules Committee 
- Motion to eliminate variable hold times. Rule 2.1.7.1 
shall read: “The duration of the hold time will be 
uniform for all riders entering the hold.”  

Some ride managers have offered riders the option of 
using variable hold times. This rule is in response to 
overwhelming opposition by AERC members and 
confirms that hold time shall be the same for all riders 
at any given hold. Motion Passed with one no vote.  

Variable Holds

MnDRA Membership Form
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