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April snow/sleet/showers bring May rides
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SE is 50 -3

Wanted: Horse Expo
Helpers

Click here to get to the
sign-up for the Horse
Expo. Scroll to the right
to find a time spot that
works for you.
Remember to put your
name.

https:// le.com/poll/
rw zfavavghvz4

Howdy Everybody,

If you notice Bob Z’s pic from last year's MNDRA |, you'll see green
grass, sunlight, light jackets, and smiles. If you remember, we had
over 15” snow on April 17th or there about. So to answer a question
we are getting a lot this year, yes! MnDRA | is going to happen. Just
ride smart and you will be fine.

We do not have many folks signed up for our MnDRA booth at
Horse Expo. | know many of you plan to train that weekend, but |
guess a lot of you will be going to the expo anyway, so note the info
in the sidebar to the left and sign up We need Sat and Sunday
people. The shifts are just two hours.

This coming Sat is Peggy’s ride clinic. If you come to help, there will
be info on the Facebook page and our web site this week, plus I'll
probably send out an email burst. With the storm coming on Wed
and Thur, | expect Peggy will have parking information for us. There

(continued on next page)




President’s Rant continued

are activities for experienced riders also. Go to
MnDRA.com and check out the distance ride
clinic page.

If you paid your membership to MnDRA, you
should have received an email from Sandy
letting you know she has your membership. If
you haven't received an email, maybe your
address is incorrect. Check with Sandy. If you
haven't joined, you need to before any points
start to accrue for you. Take care of this this
week.

Speaking of getting things done, RMs love
preregistrations, but NOT the week before the
ride. So if you are coming to MnDRA |, pre-
register this or next week. It does help us plan.
You do not have to send payment. The
registration forms can be found at this link:
UMECRA Entry Form

You can find information about our rides and
get online directions at our web site:
MnDRA.com. Updates and ride flyers can also
be found there.
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Also, on the UMECRA page, they have the
new online store. There are all sorts of things

there you all don't have but need. You can get
there by clicking this link: UMECRA Store.

Finally, it is also road construction season. |
found that the MN DOT 511 site is pretty good
for letting you know about construction. Here
is a link to the advanced version: 511. You
can also download a 511 app to your phone. If
you are coming from the south for MNDRA I,
you are advised to avoid I35W just north of
downtown Minneapolis and 694. There is a lot
of construction there. I'd take 35E or the
494/694 loop or come up Wisconsin. Also,
there is an eight mile stretch on 35 near Rush
City that may be one lane, though they haven't
started that yet.

Ken

The membership voted for our new logo at the
winter meeting. The logo was designed by
Michelle Splonskowski. We are already ordering
ride prizes with the new logo. Look for it at our
MnDRA Rides.


http://MnDRA.com
http://www.umecra.com/BylawsAndRules/EntryAgreementRevisedNovember2017.pdf
http://MnDRA.com
https://umecra.logosoftwear.com
https://hb.511mn.org/#login?timeFrame=TODAY&layers=allReports,roadReports,winterDriving,weatherWarnings
http://MnDRA.com
http://www.umecra.com/BylawsAndRules/EntryAgreementRevisedNovember2017.pdf
http://MnDRA.com
https://umecra.logosoftwear.com
https://hb.511mn.org/#login?timeFrame=TODAY&layers=allReports,roadReports,winterDriving,weatherWarnings

MnDRA I Notes

The 2019 season starts with MnDRA | at St.

Croix State Park on May 4 - 5th. You can find the

ride flyer on the web site that gives the
information as to what rides are being held and
when. | know many of you worry that your horse
is not in shape with again the short spring
training season. As we say every year, this is a
good ride to come to and go slow. If you are
planning to do endurance this year and your
horse isn’t ready for a fifty, maybe come do a
comp and make a try at the UMECRA versatility
award at the end of the year.

Sharon Hahn will be making our tacos which
ranked high in last year’s poll for favorite potluck
food.

It is also a great time to learn how to scribe,
P&R, or mentor a group of novices. We have a
need for all of these, especially the novice

SE Minnesota - 50 years

This year marks the fiftieth year for the SE
Minnesota ride. This ride was one of the original

rides in the UMECRA region and while maybe a bit

smaller than the past, is still going strong.

SE ranks often as one of the prettiest rides in our
state on our rider surveys and is the ride where

everyone can tell you where they were the year the
tornadoes came. The weather is often challenging;

heat, humidity, evening storms, and beautiful sun.

The trails are always dry. And the streams. They are
often the main cause of lateness for riders; they are

just so much fun to play in.
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leaders. We seem to always get a large number
of novices.

Again, this year, due to the late spring the park
might be crunched getting everything open, so
they can’t guarantee that the camp spigots will
be turned on. There may only be one spigot to
get water out of. We are asking folks to come
with some water, at the very least enough to
hydrate your horses the first hours you are there.
Enough to get through the night would be better.

Finally, don’t worry about a reservation. If you
have a LQ in your trailer, the overflow lot is huge
and more dirt than gravel. If you are tenting,
there is a grass strip around the lot.

If you have not ridden the SE ride, this might be the
year to come. There might be some 50 year
shenanigans that may happen.

We hope you all can come and help MnDRA and
UMECRA celebrate this milestone in our history.
There are a few more rides making it to this
milestone. If anyone has information on any other of
our rides’ histories, please let us know.



