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CONVENTION 
‘MINUTES’ 
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MnDRA Convention 

Saturday, February 17, 2018  
The “V by HH,” 66 Maple Ave. 
N., Maple Lake, MN                 
You can find the flyer on page 5. 

Survey Summary  

I will send out a more detailed 
summary of the survey in the 
next newsletter. To give you a 
few highlights: Membership 
seems to think the club is 
doing a good job. Most are 
content with the awards at the 
MnDRA rides and gave good 
suggestions for new awards. 
You all are happy to keep the 
MnDRA dues low and pay for 
the banquet on your own. You 
prefer the Sat/Sun rides and 
wouldn’t mind an incentive for 
coming to all the MnDRA 
rides. You are split evenly on 
ribbons, but are clear that you 
think BC deserves an award.

Hi everybody, 

Well, it’s cold again. With the temps through late Dec and most of January, you 
would have thought hell had frozen over and the Vikings were in the Super Bowl. 
Guess it has to get colder.  

If you didn’t go to the UMECRA convention, you missed a good one. The speaker, 
Dr Susan Garlinghouse, was very informative. She showed how research 
debunks some of the things we do ‘for’ our horses and supports other things. I did 
not take notes of the lectures, but many did. I did take notes of the meeting and 
you will see my informal ‘minutes’ starting on page two. I also included some 
pictures from Bob Z to represent the mood of the convention. 

We are less than three weeks from our annual meeting and banquet (Feb. 17th). 
Get your registration in to Lynda Zimmerman by this Wednesday. Also, get your 
MnDRA dues to Sandy preferably before the meeting so that you are a member-
in-good-standing. You can find the forms in the last newsletter, or on Facebook.  

I will send out another newsletter the week before the meeting with the agenda in 
it. Start pulsing your flax seed and hoarding carrots for the upcoming season. A 
fifty pound bag of Flax at Marties is $29.  

Stay warm and happy trails



UMECRA Meeting Memories January 29, 2018

�2

1:04 - and we are off. President is giving the rules for the meeting. Debate is limited to 2-minutes. Let everyone 
speak. You can speak for a second time, limited to one minute. The paddles are back. If you misbehave or talk too 
loud at your table, the President will ask you to leave. I think she put that in for me based on last year's table 
mates. 

1:06 - Roll call and we get our paddles. Giddy up 

1:18 - 38 votes needed for majority, 46 votes needed for bylaws. 

1:18 - Motion to approve minutes. approved 

1:19 - treasurers report, question as to who got the reports? They were 
emailed, in the newsletter, were available early. Now being passed out. 

1:22 - treasurers report approved 

1:22 - audit of UMECRA - everything looks fine. 

1:23 - ride insurance, no change in rates. A second company was very close so stayed with the same company 

1:25 - ride schedule. Basically the same. More drives being added. RMs, ride flyers are due Fed 1st. Night LD at 
RFTR. Schedule is official. 

1:31 - new comp sheet Is accepted.  Pre is subtracted from post scores for final score wherever there is pre and 
post scores. If you want attitude scored separate from fatigue in the future, notify your board contact. MN has four: 
Theresa M, Sarah M, Janette S, Lynda Z.  (See new score sheet on page four.) It took a long time to fix because 
the original was made with CAD, an engineering program. 

1:47 - Adding language to comp rules to allow vets to allow sponging at vet checks when needed. Passed (This is 
just putting into writing what was already done at rides.) 

1:50 - By-law change that ride managers must actually participate in managing the ride. Canceled rides for good 
cause retain their voting rights at the next meeting. Sarah Maass is here in spirit. Someone pointed out a spelling 
error. Passed 

1:57 - Change language in Quorum number in by-laws from needing 20 rides represented to forty percent. A 
member brought up that this would allow the board alone to be a quorum (which is incorrect.) Others pointed out 
that there needs to be a meeting so it is not a problem. One brought up that they may not be able get to the 
meeting. Others pointed out you can get proxies if you can’t make the meeting. Passed 

2:07 - Propose to delete the rule that ride results shall not be officially published until ride fees are paid. Passed 

2:15 - All horses entered in sanctioned events must not be under the influence of meds. Passed. 

2:16 - Endurance Juniors rule. Juniors must be accompanied by an adult 18 or older. Not 21 as current. Comes in 
alignment with AERC. Passes 

https://www.facebook.com/sarah.maass.3?fref=gc&dti=10150145400570158&hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.maass.3?fref=gc&dti=10150145400570158&hc_location=ufi
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2:21 Endurance junior rule - Juniors are defined as being under the age of 16 on Dec. 1st. Eases the 
paperwork. Question - which Dec 1st. Was amended to be Dec 1st of the ride season the ride was held. 
Passes 

2:33 Junior comp division. The English teachers are quibbling with each other. There will be a Junior division. 
Juniors are under the age of 18 as of Dec 1st. Passes 

2:41 - All minors must wear helmets. Passed 

2:45 - Juniors may ride in senior division based on previous rules. Nothing added, just cleaning language. 
Passed. 

2:56 - Promotion report: clinics. Peggy and Barb described how they do theirs. 

3:04 - International competition fund update. A grant was made this year. 

3:06 - Ride number summary: Overall rider numbers dropping some, number per ride is going up slightly. 

3:12 - AERC news They have been giving trail money to other groups. We are not getting much. Encouraged 
the midwest to host a national ride. Need to be able to accommodate a 100 mile ride. 

3:22 - Rider reps on-line vote facts. 337 emails sent out, 26 were rejected. 196 opened the email, 162 clicked 
the link to voting page, 154 voted - 1 blank. Cost was $30. Tracy J, Maxine B, Jan S, Lynda Z are rider reps. 

3:26 - President nominations - John Wagner only one. Elected 

3:27 - Sarah Maass is nominated as MN rep. Wisconsin questioning 
since she is not here how can she be nominated. Debate. Most 
support except for Wisconsin RM. She passed. 

3:33 - Wisconsin Laurie Henschel nominated and elected 

3:33 - Dr. Wes nominated for vet rep. Closed and elected 

3:35 - Next meeting in UP. Jan 20th. 

3:35 - wrapping up. Thanks Theresa for being president for six years. Meeting adjourned 3:38

https://www.facebook.com/sarah.maass.3?fref=gc&dti=10150145400570158&hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.maass.3?fref=gc&dti=10150145400570158&hc_location=ufi
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The new comp sheet. Notable changes to the form: ‘Cut’ sounds is gone.  Body score is added.  Multiple manners can be 
taken.  Grade 2 or greater not allowed to start.  Grade 3 or 4 at end of ride is miles only. Pre ride column for soundness and 
fatigue/attitude is added. It was stated that this is subtracted from the post ride score to determine how many points should be 
deducted.  And the mule became a horse by making the ears shorter.
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  MnDRA Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet    

When: Saturday, February 17, 2018

Where: The “V by HH,” 66 Maple Ave. N., Maple Lake, MN 55358 (south side of 
Hwy. 55)*

Map available at: http://www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us/locations/the-v-by-hh-5/ 

Agenda: 1:30 p.m. Board of Directors’ and MnDRA Sponsored Ride Managers’ Meetings

3:00 p.m. General Membership Meeting 

5:30 p.m. Social/Mingling 

6:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner with Awards and Recognition to follow 
(Vegetarian item available with advance notice)

Cost: $25 per person (cash bar available)

Registration: Please send form and check payable to MnDRA by Feb. 1, 2018, to
Lynda Zimmerman
130 - 8th St. NW
Maple Lake, MN 55358 (No refunds after Feb. 1, 2018)

*Maple Lake is conveniently located on Hwy. 55 between Buffalo and Annandale in west central 
MN, approx. 50 miles west of Minneapolis, and 30 miles south of St. Cloud. Various lodging 
accommodations are available nearby in Buffalo and Annandale, as well as in Monticello and 
Clearwater on I-94.

Questions: Contact Lynda at BLZ@usfamily.net (i.e. Bob-Lynda-Zimmerman, not B i Z)

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = Clip here and return portion below with pre-payment = = = = = = = = 

  MnDRA Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet   

Name/names:

Phone or Email: 

Vegetarian meal requested: Yes   (please circle if a vegetarian meal is desired)

Number of people attending  x $25 per person = $   Check payable to MnDRA 
($25 per person includes buffet and meeting room)

Mail by Feb. 1, 2018, to:
Lynda Zimmerman
130 - 8th St. NW
Maple Lake, MN 55358

(No refunds after Feb. 1, 2018)

http://www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us/locations/the-v-by-hh-5/
mailto:BLZ@usfamily.net
http://www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us/locations/the-v-by-hh-5/
mailto:BLZ@usfamily.net
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Here are the instructions for the MnDRA Remind service. This will be used to notify members of 
time-sensitive announcements such as the banquet deadline which I sent today, cancelled rides, 
major road construction on a route to a ride, or any info a RM wants out immediately. It will not 
be used for things that are not time sensitive, like events at a ride, or trail conditions. I would 
follow instruction B to receive the few texts that will be sent.

Sign up for important updates from Ken
Meyer.

Get information for mndra right on your phone—not on handouts.

Pick a way to receive messages for mndra:

A If you have a smartphone, get push

notifications.

On your iPhone or Android phone,
open your web browser and go to
the following link:

rmd.at/mndra

Follow the instructions to sign up
for Remind. You’ll be prompted to
download the mobile app.

rmd.at/mndra

Join mndra

Full Name

First and Last Name

Phone Number or Email Address

(555) 555-5555

B If you don’t have a smartphone,

get text notifications.

Text the message @mndra to the number
81010.

If you’re having trouble with 81010, try
texting @mndra to (201) 228-9360.

* Standard text message rates apply.

To

81010

Message

@mndra

Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/mndra on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications.


