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MnDRA  News
Digging Out
Snow means work and play

Howdy all,

While the snow is beginning to make it 
look more like winter in the upper two-
thirds of Minnesota,the lower third is still 
in fall mode with rain in the second week 
of December. While the snow is 
beautiful, it does make it a challenge to 
find time and a place to ride.

Elizabeth L. And Carmen S. Informed us 
that this December brings sad news for 
a couple of our members. 

Heartfelt condolences go out to Linda 
Goddard and her family as they mourn 
the loss of her mother, Olive Anderson 
of Winona. She passed away at the age 
of 88 on December 5, 2012

This week, Carmen sends the following 
sad encounter: ‘Terri LaCrosse had to 
put her gelding, Jaque, down.  They 
were at Anoka Equine when Ace and I 
got there for our appointment and had 
been all night due to colic that turned 
out to be twisted intestine that was too 

far gone for surgery to help.’ Our 
thoughts go out to Terri.

Teresa and Sandy Fett send information 
on this year’s banquet. There is also 
information on the end-of-the-year 
awards.

Also, Dianne S. shares a heart-
warming Christmas story that I 
felt really must be shared with 
everyone.

And last, but not least by any 
means, there is a very important 
message from Lynn. Make sure 
you read it. Hopefully some of 
you will consider filling her 
shoes.

So cuddle up to the fire, have a 
steaming cup of hot chocolate, 
and start dreaming about 2013. 
.

=;{)}    Happy trails, all.   Ken 

Enjoying 
the snow

PHOTO BY 
Henry Gruber
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Christmas Dinner
 
As a joke, my brother Jay used to hang a pair of panty hose 
over his fireplace before Christmas.  He said all he wanted 
was for Santa to fill them.
 
What they say about Santa checking the list twice must be 
true because every Christmas morning, although Jay's kids' 
stockings overflowed, his poor pantyhose hung sadly empty.
 
One year I decided to make his dream come true.  I put on 
sunglasses and went in search of an inflatable love doll.  
They don't sell those things at Wal-Mart.  I had to go to an 
adult bookstore downtown.
 
If you've never been in an X-rated store, don't go, you'll only 
confuse yourself.  I was there an hour saying things like, 
'What does this do?' 'You're kidding me!'  'Who would buy 
that?'  Finally, I made it to the inflatable doll section.
 
I wanted to buy a standard, uncomplicated doll that could 
also substitute as a passenger in my truck so I could use the 
car pool lane during rush hour.
 
Finding what I wanted was difficult.  'Love Dolls' come in 
many different models.  The top of the line, according to the 
side of the box, could do things I'd only seen in a book on 
animal husbandry.  I settled for 'Lovable Louise.'  She was at 
the bottom of the price scale. To call Louise a 'doll' took a 
huge leap of imagination.
 
On Christmas Eve and with the help of an old bicycle pump, 
Louise came to life.
 
My sister-in-law was in on the plan and let me in during the 
wee morning hours.  Long after Santa had come and gone, I 
filled the dangling pantyhose with Louise's pliant legs and 
bottom.  I also ate some cookies and drank what remained of 
a glass of milk on a nearby tray.  I went home, and giggled 
for a couple of hours.
 
The next morning my brother called to say that Santa had 
been to his house and left a present that had made him 
VERY happy, but had left the dog confused.  She would 
bark, start to walk away, then come back and bark some
more.
 
We all agreed that Louise should remain in her pantyhose so 
the rest of the family could admire her when they came over 
for the traditional Christmas dinner.
 
My grandmother noticed Louise the moment she walked in 
the door. 'What the hell is that?' she asked.

 My brother quickly explained, 'It's a doll.'
 
'Who would play with something like that?' Granny snapped..
 
I kept my mouth shut.
 
'Where are her clothes?' Granny continued.
 
'Boy, that turkey sure smells nice, Gran,' Jay said, to steer her 
into the dining room. But Granny was relentless. 'Why doesn't 
she have any teeth?'
 
Again, I could have answered, but why would I?  It was 
Christmas and no one wanted to ride in the back of the 
ambulance saying, 'Hang on Granny, hang on!'
 
My grandfather, a delightful old man with poor eyesight, sidled 
up to me and said, 'Hey, who's the naked gal by the fireplace?'  
I told him she was Jay's friend.
 
A few minutes later I noticed Grandpa by the mantel, talking to 
Louise.  Not just talking, but actually flirting.  It was then that 
we realized this might be Grandpa's last Christmas at home.
 
The dinner went well.  We made the usual small talk about 
who had died, who was dying, and who should be killed, when 
suddenly Louise made a noise like my father in the bathroom 
in the morning.  Then she lurched from the mantel, flew around 
the room twice, and fell in a heap in front of the sofa.  The cat
screamed.  I passed cranberry sauce through my nose, and 
Grandpa ran across the room, fell to his knees, and began 
administering mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.
 
My brother fell back over his chair and wet his pants.
 
Granny threw down her napkin, stomped out of the room, and 
sat in the car.
 
It was indeed a Christmas to treasure and remember.
 
Later in my brother's garage, we conducted a thorough 
examination to decide the cause of Louise's collapse.  We 
discovered that Louise had suffered from a hot ember to the 
back of her right thigh.
 
Fortunately, thanks to a wonder drug called duct tape, we 
restored her to perfect health..
 
I can't wait until next Christmas.
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MNDRA TOP TEN AWARD CHOICES
Here is the list of awards for this year for the newsletter  The winners will have their choice of one of the following:
 
$100  Gift Certificate to Silver's Equestrian
 
$100  Gift Certificate to Long Rider's Gear
 
Tipperary Helmet
     Size S, M, L, XL     Brown, Grey, Blue 

 
 
Toughrider Rain Sheet
     Orange, Navy, Hunter Green    Various Sizes
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MNDRA TOP TEN AWARD CHOICES CONTINUED

Outback Pak-a-roo Rain Jacket
     Taupe, Navy, Black, Gold, Olive, Red     Unisex Sizing:  XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
     Guaranteed waterproof
     5,000 MTVR (moisture vapor transfer) truly breathable
     Mesh lining & superior inside finish
     Lockable drawstring hood rolls into the collar
     Snapover storm flap protects heavy duty 2-way zipper
     Lockable drawstring waist
     Covered, zippered side pockets
     Adjustable cuffs
     Snap open gusset back vents
     Reverses into it's own zippered pocket to become a handy backpack

  
The winners will need to contact Sandy Fett via email by December 27th with their choice, along with the correct spelling of their 
name & their horse's name.  If they do not contact Sandy Fett, they will be awarded a gift certificate to Silver's Equestrian.



  VOLUME 7, ISSUE 6! DECEMBER 15, 2012

! PAGE 5

MNDRA Yearly Meeting and Awards Banquet
March 23, 2013

Holiday Inn on the Lake (5.5 miles west of TDR), Detroit Lakes, MN. 

ROOM RESERVATIONS
Holiday Inn on the Lake, 1155 Hwy. 10 East,Detroit Lakes, MN. 56501

www.holidayinndl.com
877-251-9348 or 218-847-2121 for reservations (specify MNDRA rate)

$99 – 1 King bed overlooking pool area
$99 – 2 Queen beds overlooking cozy/quiet area

   $109 – 2 Queen beds lake view with balcony
ROOM RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY FEBRUARY 21, 2013

SCHEDULE
2:30 Ride Manager’s Meeting (Cormorant room)
3:00 Board Meeting (Cormorant room)
4:00 General Meeting (Cormorant room)
5:00 Social Hour (Tamarac room)
6:00 Dinner and Awards (Tamarac Room)
Bar will be open in the Tamarac Room at 5:00 
Silver Equestrian Outfitters will have a display of items for sale.

Saturday Dinner Buffet
Menu: Charbroiled Seasoned Chicken & BBQ Pork Ribs, Mashed Potatoes, 
          Buttered Corn, Potato Salad, Tossed Salad w/Toppings, Herbed Dinner
          Rolls w/Butter, Lemonade & Ice Tea                               Cost: $28

Evening Options
• Pool, kiddie’s pool, and hot tub open until 10:00 p.m.

• Cozy/quiet area of pool area open for socializing

• DJ with karaoke in the bar for drinks, singing, and dancing
Sunday Morning

• On site restaurant offers breakfast starting at $3.99

• Famous Sunday Brunch from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. featuring a full menu of breakfast items 
and omelets made to order

Be Sure to Attend, Stay Informed of New Issues,
Visit Your MNDRA Family, and Get Ready for Ride Season!

http://www.holidayinndl.com
http://www.holidayinndl.com
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MNDRA MEETING 2013
March 23, 2013

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY February 21, 2013

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ________________________________________________________

E Mail: _______________________________________________________________

MNDRA Banquet*     number of people_____ x $28   =   $_________

*Includes meal plus rental, decorations, set-up, teardown, cleanup, servers, gratuity, and sales tax fees.
 

Send completed form and check (made out to MNDRA) to:

Teresa Fett
Banquet Coordinator
11684 Woods Drive
Frazee, MN. 56544

Form and money must be received by February 21, 2013
No refunds after February 21, 2013

Early Bird Prize: All registrations received or postmarked on or before January 31, 2013 will be 
included in a drawing for a FREE meal. Only MNDRA members are eligible for the prize and this name 
will be drawn during the general meeting.
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MnDRA Membership form
Name _____________________________________________

Family _____($25.00) Single _____  ($15.00)

Address ___________________________________________

City ____________________  State _____  Zip __________

Email (PRINT NEATLY) _____________________________

Please make checks payable to MnDRA and mail membership renewal to:

Sandra Fett
35976 Co. Hwy 4
Frazee, MN  56544

Trail Fund Form
•MnDRA has a trail fund available to its members upon request.
If you would like to make a request from this fund please fill out the following application and return to lynnreichert@msn.com or mail to 
Lynn Reichert PO Box 220 Richmond, MN 56368 before February 11th.
 
NAME OF PERSON MAKING REQUEST_______________________________________________________DATE_________
 
TRAIL/PARK BENEFITTING FROM REQUEST_________________________________________________
 
NAME OF RIDE HELD IN THIS LOCATION______________________________________
 
SPECIFIC USE OF MONEY (if known)________________________________________________________
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

 I would like to thank MnDRA for being such a great group of 
riders.  It really is growing and with additions of  new 
members every year, makes for a stronger group.
There are many many volunteers that help make this 
association successful and I would like to thank all of you that 
volunteer, everyone is a very  important part of the group.   
Congratulations goes out to all of those individuals that 
received a placing this year, way to go!!  Members have 
stepped in and have taken the MnDRA rides for next year.  
Mosquito Run-Peggy, Joan, Sharon-thank you, and Run for 
the Border-Ed and Wendy Hauser, thank you. Also, thank you 
to Bob and Lynda for volunteering to head expo.

 

At this time, I would like to thank MnDRA for allowing me to 
be your president for the past few years, I have enjoyed 
working with everyone and to experience MnDRA's growth.  
With growth comes change, I am not going to put my helmet 
in the ring for president this next year,  I feel it is time for a 
change and to have new members involved with their ideas.   
If you would like to be more involved, think about running for 
president.  My term as director at large for UMECRA is also 
up, so here is another opportunity to be more involved, while 
learning more about UMECRA.  Again, thank you and see you 
at the banquet.   Lynn
 

mailto:lynnreichert@msn.com
mailto:lynnreichert@msn.com

