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Howdy all, 

I was able to see horse love from a 
different perspective this month. For the 
past two years, I have taught a horse 
class for middle school students (all girls, 
go figure) to get them interested in 
science. Last year I was at Roselawn, 
this year I went to Birchbury Farms, 
Dean and Patti’s place. Their girls, Rocky 
and Heidi, ran the riding portion. I tried to 
teach science. It went very well, 
especially since this year we were using 
horses that compete in different events 
and the girls actually had to learn how to 
ride a horse, and not just sit on its back 
like last year. 

It was my first real exposure to horse 
activities other than endurance, and I 
found it enlightening. Rocky showed us 
that while conformation is nice, you can 
get a lot out of any horse if you know 
what you are doing. Heidi showed us that 
there are reasons for proper horse riding 
posture (I think I break every one of her 
rules) and horse behavior that aren’t 
obvious to the average person. Finally, 
we saw that eventing is every bit as hard 
on horses as our sport. 

I also saw a tale of two clinics. We went 
to the U of M’s equine center and to 
Anoka Equine for tours. While both do 

Tacking Up 
   

similar activities and were doing similar things 
on the days we showed up, the U could learn 
a lot from Anoka Equine in customer relations. 
The Anoka tour was a little over an hour long, 
and would have been longer if they weren’t 
taking x-rays. We were in the operating room 
where they demonstrated the equipment. We 
were invited to watch a collection of semen 
(7th grade girls, I passed on that experience), 
we got to watch an x-ray being taken, we 
watched a lameness evaluation, and all 
questions were answered. 

At the U rooms were pointed out to us as we 
walked through the hallway, we were told how 
wonderful a facility it was, we got to watch a 
tech whistling to a horse to get it to pee (I had 
to explain what she was doing) and we got to 
see Hercules after I requested it. We were not 
allowed near the ring (lameness testing going 
on, do not disturb) and few questions were 
answered in any meaningful way. We were 
done in 20 minutes. So a private clinic goes 
out of its way to get girls interested in science 
and our taxpayer-funded clinic whose main 
mission is education made it clear we were a 
bother. Oh well.  

So South East was a sauna and the 4th 
influenced Mosquito Run’s attendance. They 
both were fun. Just four left, so keep training. 

=;{)}    Happy trails, all.   Ken  

 

 

  

 
Go to MnDRA.com for ride flyers 
 
 8/15-16 Thistle Down Run, RM – 

Teresa Fett, 218 - 334-5711  
 
 9/12-13 Charity Cup, RM –Mike 

and Lisa Powell 

 
 9/26-27 Run for the Ridge, RM – 

Sara Maass, 507-426-8385 
 
 10/16-18 Point Chaser, RM – 

Holly & Bob Egerer, 320-558-
6820 

Season Ride Calendar 
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Top Five New Venues for an 
New MnDRA Ride 

 
5. The U’s aqua-treadmill. We’d 
have to take turns and work 
around their lameness exams, 
may take a few weeks. 
 
4. Dr. Dean’s arena; 200 laps  
for 25 miles and two vet checks 
at lap numbers of your choosing 
just like Nascar 
 
3. The numbered lake loop in 
the BWCA, horses better not be 
afraid of water. 
 
2. The urban trek route in 
Minneapolis; think you get lost 
on a marked trail, try to solve 
puzzles before you know where 
you are going next 
 
and the number one new venue 
for a MnDRA ride … 
 
the Metrodome after the next 
truck rally. 
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Thistle Down Run 2009 
 

Thistle Down Run Update! 
Double check your calendar 
and make sure TDR is on it. 
This year will again see some 
changes as we try to improve 
the course and make the ride a 
better event.  
  
While riders have been 
attending rides, Dale has been 
in the woods opening up some 
new trail. There are 6 sections 
of new trail this year that make 
up about 3 miles. The trails are 
all wooded and include some 
great scenery as they twist 
through the hills. Teresa has 
spent her off weekends picking 
rocks, filling holes, and spraying 
weeds. Going to be a great 
course! 
  
AHA: We have added an AHA 
ride on Saturday and Sunday 
this year. 
  
Photos: Rachel Quale has been 
shooting some ride photos this 
year and hopefully she will 
attend TDR. Dale Lawrence is 
quitting his usual job (crew for 
wife, Ona) to be our trail 
photographer. Ona graciously 
gave him the weekend off so he 
can sit in the woods and be a 
shutterbug. Keep an eye out for 
her at vet checks to see if she 
needs a hand and be sure to 
smile for Dale’s camera as he 
wanders the trail. 
  
Memory: As most know this 
years ride will be in memory of 

Ben “the Cowboy” Piche. His 
son (Scott) and daughter 
(Renee) now own the farm 
and are excited about the ride 
their father enjoyed so much.  
  
One Can Appreciation: Scott 
and Renee have been great 
to work with and just like their 
father, enjoy a few cold ones. 
To show our appreciation for 
letting us take over their 
place, we are asking that 
everyone bring one beer to 
the potluck. These will be put 
together to make a “barrel of 
fun” gag gift at the awards.  
  
Vets: Once again we will be 
honored with the presence of 
Dr. Dean. His words of 
wisdom are appreciated by 
everyone and he should have 
some new material for the 
weekend. Partnering with him 
will be Dr. Travis from New 
Salem, ND. We encourage 
everyone to give him a 
Minnesota welcome as he 
makes the journey from out 
West. 
  
Help: We have a great group 
of volunteers but it always 
seems we can use an extra 
hand. We would appreciate 
any help you can offer in your 
area of expertise.  
  
We have a few other 
surprises planned and hope 
everyone comes to enjoy our 
trails. 
  
Teresa and Dale Fett – Ride 
Managers 
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MNDRA Friends, 
  Our move from MN to IL was smooth 
and uneventful. A bit hotter down here, I 
think! 
Being very warmly welcomed by 
UMECRA members here. Hoping to see 
you some of you maybe later this 
summer at a WI ride. Otherwise, feel free 
to stop by on the way to anywhere south- 
we currently reside in Gilman, right along 
Highway 57. There's plenty of room! 
Missing you all, 
Stephanie Huss 
serendell@gmail.com 

 
 
Hi Everyone, 
I wanted to share a comment that I 
received out on the trail at the Mosquito 
Run.  There were a lot of trail riders out 
on the trail over the 4th, and one group of 
riders stopped me to thank me for 
slowing up and calling out as I 
approached them and said quote: " I'll 
say one thing about your group....you 
sure have nice trail etiquette."  Now, I 
have known for a long time that I am 
involved with a great group of people, but 
it is nice to hear others say so too! 
Charlotte Tuhy 

 
Hey UMECRA Ride Managers AERC 
has money for trail improvements too!  
   
Hey everybody- the below $$ for trail 
grants was just approved!! 
******do YOU have a trail project in 
YOUR state that you’d like AERC to 
consider helping with? If so, write it up 
and let Mike Campbell (our Trail 
Committee Chair) know! 
Regards, Chris 
Eickleberry/Indiana/AERC STA Liaison 
 
Rick Nelson 
 
 

Hi all of tazzy friends...and I am sure I missed 
some that she touched with her spirit and 
sweetness... 
 
She decided to leave us on July 2nd ...laid 
down in her fav spot next to our bed and just 
quit breathing.  We buried her next to her fav 
rock in the front yard... 
 
She had had not fun asthma attacks for a 
couple months that we had been able to get 
through, but I guess the fight was over. 
 
Rainbow bridge much have sounded way 
more inviting by them. 
 
Sorry I couldnt go there with those that 
wondered about her this weekend at a 
mosquito run...didnt find it helpful to be 
ablubbering fool. We really miss her. We had 
lots of adventures for 17 years and could 
always count on her...to help us though.. 
 
Thanks for sharing all the fun times we had 
with her... 
 
Linda and Drew 

 

Vetting In 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I was unable to attend Endure for the 
Cure but sent the money in for the 
Dollman Foundation  Thnak you to all 
that sponsored me.  Choiz had a cinch 
sore and was not ridable.   
 
Thank you to all of you that attended 
Mosquito Run.  It was fun and best of all 
cool, well cooler then usual.  Rose and 
Mel, the New Zealand couple, enjoyed 
there weekend and commented on how 
friendly everyone was.  Maybe they will 
be back next year.   
 
Speaking of next year, we are changing 
the weekend of Mosquito Run to the 3rd 
weekend in July providing it is approved 
at the UMECRA meeting.  It will be only 
a 2 day ride but on a weekend where 
there is no other existing ride.   
 
Thanks again to everyone who came and 
everyone who helped out.  
 
Mosquito Run Ride Management. 
 

A rider approached me at SE about a 
concern she had about our group. 
Experiencing the same situation, I do 
agree with her. 
 
While I have proudly passed on letter after 
letter praising our group on our respect, 
helpfulness, and attitudes toward 
outsiders, we do have a tendency to not 
show that respect toward our own group. 
Over the years, we seem to be getting 

louder and louder during the awards 
ceremony. It has gotten bad enough 
that riders are missing their names 
being called.  
 
Our sport is demanding, even though 
we make it seem effortless. We should 
celebrate the completions, and for 
those lucky ones, the placings each of 
us earned. Also, the ride managers 
work harder than any of us, we should 
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give them our attention as they 
acknowledge us. 
 
I hope in the future, we will try 
harder to keep our side 
conversations quiet. 
 
Ken 
 
 

going into that fund. I am thinking 
that by Fall we will want to see 
how the year has gone and how 
we move forward with this. 
 
Any other issues that members 
would like to address should be 
sent to Holly or myself. 
 
Darlene 

Editor’s note: Darlene is calling for a 
fall Meeting at Point Chaser this 
October. Two items on the agenda 
were mentioned in her report last 
month. I include these again so some 
discussion can occur. 
 
There are a few things that I do not think 
should wait until the meeting at the 
awards banquet. One of the things 
brought up to me is that Barry Saylor 
would like to have a ride at Zumbro 
Bottoms and he would like to have it be 
MnDRA sponsored. We would need to 
have a vote on that in the Fall. 
 
Also, I am sure that most of the members 
have seen the Vet Trailer that Dr. Dean 
has purchased. The trailer has already 
proven to be very valuable at all of the 
rides. This is certainly a trial year for this 
and so far MnDRA has not contributed 
financially to the trailer or to the supplies. 
We do have a fund that has been started 
by some of the members and money that 
would eventually go toward the trailer is 

Mosquito Run 
Ride Report 

Fall MnDRA 
Meeting Items 

Two-mile Marker  


