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Tacking Up

Where did May go? Sorry about the lost
month, but judging from the lack of
questions, you all didn’t miss the
newsletter either. | want to belatedly
thank you all for the complements about
how MnDRA 1 was run. Hopefully you
sent them to Theresa also, as she does
98% of the work. Tanya, Dylan and | are
just the ‘hired’ help. She tells us what to
do and we do it. You all help as much as
we did.

While the drought isn’t going to be good
for our pocketbooks when we go to buy
hay, it did make for some nice rides. |
wish | could go to more May rides, but
the same reason there wasn’t a May
newsletter makes it hard for me to make
rides.

We’'re seeing some new faces in our vet
contingent and that bodes well for our
sport. | want to thank everyone for being
patient with delays as the new vets learn
the ropes.

| see the bugs are just beginning to come
out. There were a few horse flies chasing
Sam and me around Rum River County

Season Ride Calendar

Go to MnDRA.com for ride flyers

< 6/19-21 Southeast Minnesota,
RM — Dianne Schmidt, 507-545-
9937

% 7/3-5 Mosquito Run, RM — Lynn
Reichert, 320-597-3312

% 8/15-16 Thistle Down Run, RM —
Teresa Fett, 218 - 334-5711

Park. It sure helped Sam keep a brisk pace for
a good training run.

We have three ride reports, a few thank you
notes, a birthday celebration and updates on
members scattered throughout the Midwest.
Make sure to note in Darlene’s report some
organization issues that we need to think
about.

If you want to keep up with the latest buzz in
our ‘family’ you need a Facebook page. There
are a number of MnDRA celebs on it including
Darlene, Joan, Carmen, TJ, Bev, and many
others. Just trying to keep up with Elizabeth
and Danna’s lives will exhaust you. Its fun,
and usually a lot more interesting than
watching the hay grow. So log on, sign up,
and become my friend. | may need you all to
join my mafia in the coming months. (You
have to go join Facebook to know what the
heck I'm talking about.)

Two fun rides are coming up. See you all in
Forestville and then it's a happy fourth.

Also | want to remind the ride managers to
send their results, reports, etc to Joan Thiel.

={)} Happy trails, all. Ken

% 9/12-13 Charity Cup, RM —Mike
and Lisa Powell

% 9/26-27 Run for the Ridge, RM —
Sara Maass, 507-426-8385

< 10/16-18 Point Chaser, RM —
Holly & Bob Egerer, 320-558-
6820




Top Five Reasons the
Newsletter was Late

5. | couldn’t think of a top ten
topic

4. Sixty college students who
don’t understand the word brief
as in “brief’ essay

3. Heavy horse and heavy guy
busy getting in shape

2. Practicing for retirement and
ignoring the calendar

and the number one reason the
newsletter is late...

too busy keeping track of
everyone’s busy lives on
Facebook
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Rider Profile: Chip Jack

Name and Family: My name is Chip Jack, | live by myself in a drafty 100+ year-old
farm house. My animal family includes cats Harriet, RT and Tangerine. Then there's the
social butterfly border collie Ruby (everyone who walks by my trailer meets her), and |
have three horses, Earen, age 32, Cheers, age 22, and Dezi, age 13, the only three
endurance horses |'ve ever had.

Non-riding occupation | have a barn sitting business, taking care of people's horses,
dogs, cats, llamas, goats, bunnies, and any other critter when they go out of town. | also
work with young horses--weanling to yearling--teaching them basics. ['ve been doing this
for over 20 years.

Dezi, Cheers, Chip and Earen

Choose one of your horses and brag about him.

Although Dezi is the horse I'm presently competing, the one I'd like to talk about is
Cheers. He was a difficult horse from the start...the first time | got on him, we had a 20
minute battle to get out of the yard. But then he stopped and drank at a puddle, and | knew
there was something there! He could be truly horrible on the trail, pulling, lugging, fighting to
go faster, completely freaking out if someone passed us...but the tougher the trail was, the
more he settled down to work. Give him lots of hills and rocks...any kind of bad footing, and
heat and humidity, and he was a star. Plus he always took care of himself, | never had to
worry about him eating or drinking. | still miss competing him, even though he is still a
handful!

What have you learned from our sport?

Being organized! I'm the most disorganized person in the world, but somehow | manage to
pull myself together for a ride.

Continued on page 3
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Chip (continued)

What story do you tell around the
campfire:

Generally Cheers stories, or stories of
the weird and demented people | deal
with in my job. And | can always reach
back into my past for stories about my
job at a police department. Of course
there's the story of my former landlady
training her horse to load while nude.....

What is your favorite moment on
the trail?

After doing this for over twenty years, the
memories just pile up. Mostly they're
little things...my first 50 (a CTR done with
Bev Specht...we tied for 1stl), the first
time Dezi stopped to drink at a puddle
and let his buddy ride on ahead, the
absolute feeling of happiness and
invulnerability in the early years when |
was competing Earen. | remember when
Joyce Melby and | rode together, how
we'd have to start 10 minutes behind
everyone because both our horses were
so wacko. | think the one particular ride |
remember was when | did two 50's with
Paula Goligowski at Upper Sioux. The
weather was hot and humid, the trail was
very difficult, We were down to ONE vet
(and she had an injured hand). We were
the only ones who did both days on the
same horses. The first day we came in
1/2 hour before our cut-off time, and the
next day we came in with about 15
minutes to spare. | had so much fun with
Paula, and | was SO proud of Cheers!.

Do you have a non horse activity you
enjoy?

| am a bookaholic, and start to panic if
I'm almost done with a book and don't
have another one waiting. I'm very
interested in genealogical research, love
to cook, and collect dragons when | can
justify spending the money (hard to do
when you have horses!). | also have a

very eclectic and bizarre taste for a wide
variety of music. | think if | wasn't doing
endurance riding, | would probably get
involved in herd dogs and herding

Maplewood West 2009

Report

How fortunate for us, that we had
pretty nice weather. Attendance was
great, although we had a few last
minute cancellations from people we
were expecting that could not make it.
(we missed you guys). Tentative
count for entries is approximately
75. The park people were very
cooperative, like always, and they
made me feel like they appreciate us.

We could not have pulled this off
without all those who stepped up to the
plate to pitch in, (really big THANK
YOU!). And..... Thanks Mom! (she
was my office lady, and even stretched
her nursing experience to do P & R’s).
We had several new riders show up
for the novice ride, and many of them
took the time to tell me how much they
enjoyed themselves, and, a few are
staying in touch with me , asking
questions, and planning future rides.
These people are our future, and | am
glad to see the interest.

| learned a lot with this being my first
year of really being in charge. Thank
you to all of you who forgive my
mistakes in my effort to learn. Thanks
also to my mentors and teachers!

The vets did an awesome job, and
now that Taryn is out of the veterinary
closet | am sure we will see more of

her at the vetting areas.

Unmarking the trails Friday turned
outto be an all day experience,
from which my pickup still has not
returned. It is patiently waiting for a
new drive shaft and U joint in
Pelican Rapids. The fun started with
coasting down the hill into a
business parking lot, diagnosing the
problem, calling a mechanic, and
unloading horses, chairs, beverages
and snacks for an afternoon of fun
watching traffic. If | read Max's
thoughts correctly, he thinks I pick
stupid camping spots. Eventually
the 3 gals, Chihuahuas and horses
began to draw attention, and it
wasn't long before we had met all of
the neighbors and even bummed a
couple of beers. Joel came to our
rescue after work, and we finally
made it to the park to unmark trails,
but it sure was a long day.

Now, it's time to learn how to do
the paperwork, so, see ya next ride.

Char
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| have a standard bred mare that |
competed on last year that I'd be
interested in leasing to someone
(free!) for the season. | have so
many others that I'm getting started, |
just won't have time for her this year,
and I've decided not to breed her, as |
had originally intended. “Fred”
successfully completed the 4 LDs that
| entered her in last year, and she is a
fun ride. | will be offering her for sale
at the end of October. | have lots of
pictures | can send if anyone is
interested.

Thanks, Sarah Maass.
sarahmaass@hotmail.com

| would like to extend a huge thank
you to everyone at MnDRA 1 ride this
past weekend. Everyone who aided
in looking for my walkabout horse,
from just the kind words of
encouragement to the people who
were out on their own horses aiding
in looking for her to the people who
were ready to cancel their own
entries in order to help look. A special
thank you to Mike and Lisa Powell
who loaned me one of their horses to
be out on trail to look for my horse.
We did find her unharmed and ready
to go. Thanks to Ken we almost tried
to complete the 25!

| also would like to share with
everyone the thoughts from someone
new at a ride. | had a new rider with
me who had never experienced
competitive riding prior to this. When
my horse decided to go out with the
50’s (she did not like the idea of a
slower 25 to mentor a new horse and
rider is my guess) | immediately left to
go look for her leaving this new rider
in camp. She jumps on her horse and
joined the 25's as planned. When
coming into vet check she had no

clue what she needed to do. All she
did was ask and everyone in the
area jumped in and helped her
through the experience and got her
back out on trail to finish. Talk
about baptism by fire!

After all was said and done we
were driving home and talking
about her first ride’ and the best
comment was heard. “Everyone in
camp knows each other like family
and being a new person | did not
feel like an outsider or 3rd wheel”

| feel very proud to be a part of
MnDRA as should each member it
family.

Thank you again

Jodi Johannessen

A Big Thank YOU!

My first weekend seemed like a bad
dream that wouldn’t end with these
‘newbie” horses. | heard others talk
about their “green” horses, but |
think mine were so green that they
would be considered almost
fluorescent. Both horses had only
about 8 miles on each of them so
far this year and | was glad that
they were able to make the full
distance. They were a bit stiff on
Sunday evening but after a few
hours in the pasture they were back
up to a gallop.

| would like to thank everyone who
gave me words of encouragement
or helped in their own special way.
Special thanks to Candy, Mary,
Paula, and Sandy for their extra
effort and to Dr. Dean for his words
of wisdom. | know it will get better;
hopefully it will be sooner than later.

See everyone at Run for the
Border.
Teresa Fett

This refers to Donny and Linda
Hamerick

Hi All,

Please keep Donnie in your
prayers. Linda wrote that the
physical therapist had him
standing in a frame and he took

- 5 steps with the help of three

other people. His
fingers/hands don't work at all
yet, and he has problems with
body functions. They both
need our prayers. Thanks,
Barb
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Run for the Border Ride Report

The ride report that | would have for Run For
The Border is that the ride was very
successful. | would like to say ‘Thank you’ to
all the people that came and rode and all the
people that were there to help. The weather
was great, the trails were great and the
people were great. | don't think we could
have had a better time!

I do have some announcements that are
very important:

We had a trailer Tie Rite donated to MnDRA
and | think having a fundraiser raffle would
be a good thing to do. | am hoping to have
raffle tickets by the SE MN ride.

Also | would like to have a "MnDRA Meeting"
at Point Chaser. There are a few things that |
do not think should wait until the meeting at
the awards banquet. One of the things
brought up to me is that Barry Saylor would
like to have a ride at Zumbro Bottoms and
he would like to have it be MnDRA
sponsored. We would need to have a vote

on that in the Fall.

Also, | am sure that most of the members
have seen the Vet Trailer that Dr. Dean
has purchased. The trailer has already
proven to be very valuable at all of the
rides. This is certainly a trial year for this
and so far MnDRA has not contributed
financially to the trailer or to the supplies.
We do have a fund that has been started
by some of the members and money that
would eventually go toward the trailer is
going into that fund. | am thinking that by
Fall we will want to see how the year has
gone and how we move forward with this.
Any other issues that members would
like to address should be sent to Holly or
myself.

Thank you everyone. Have a great ride
season.
Darlene

Long-Time MNDRA Horse Cameo
Celebrates 25th Birthday

My Cameo Love (“Cameo”)
celebrated her 25th birthday in style
on June 4th at her home in Oak
Grove, MN. Cameo’s person,
Sharon Hahn, and several other
friends and MNDRA members
enjoyed birthday cake and a
campfire while Cameo had her
picture taken, grazed, and ate
carrots provided by the guests.

Cameo has been a longtime
participant in MNDRA events, having

completed at least one ride every year
since she was 13. She has
approximately 1800 competition miles
with only 2 pulls (both of which were the
result of outside factors) and is well-
known for losing Easyboots and sleeping
at the vet check. Although semi-retired,
Cameo recently strutted her stuff by
schlepping newbie Phil Jansen to a first
place finish in this year’s Run for the
Border novice ride. Cameo planstodoa
few more novice rides this year as well
as cheer for her pasture mate, Gold, from
the trailer.
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MnDRA 1 Ride Report

Well, once Saturday, May 2 was out of
the way, the rest of the weekend went
rather well. The mornings started with a
chill in the air, which perhaps led to a
number of things happening nearly
simultaneously...Jodi Johannessen’s
horse Miles Comet leaves camp without
her slightly before the LD ride starts.
Luckily he’s covered with a blanket, too;
more on that later. Dr. Peterson is
warming himself by a lovely fire, where
he learns that oilskin coats ignite if you
stand too close. Carmen Stueck, who
comes to help at MnDRA | all weekend
long because she can't ride, begins
Saturday learning that fire is really hot,
especially if you try and put it out with
your bare hands.

A little bit later a rider broke her nose on
an unscheduled dismount and another
rider fractured her wrist. We end
Saturday with a horse being taken to
Anoka Equine for treatment, and happily
he’s doing just fine now. Miles Comet
was found about 3 hours after leaving
camp, going in the opposite direction of
the horses that had just left. Luckily once
the right trail was found, scraps of his
green blanket were seen on branches on
the trail he took, his reins caught on
some branches slightly off the trail.

Two-mile Marker

+¢ Thistle Down Run will be adding AHA
Endurance and Competitive Sanctioned
rides on the following dates: 50 miles
Endurance on August 15 and 25 mile
Competitive on August 16.

¢ We brought Emily out to her summer job
as a wrangler in the Black Hills of South
Dakota. The place she is working at is just
behind Mt Rushmore, you can almost see
the former Presidents backsides. The
poor girl will have to work with horses and

Fourteen horses started the 50 mile
endurance ride on Saturday at 6 am
- 12 finished. The ride times for
endurance and LD were just a tad
slower than normal because the
sand was pretty deep this year. The
Saturday LD had 16 horses and
riders start and 13 finish. The
Sunday competitive had 17 start and
16 complete. Sunday the LD
attendance was 14 starters and all
completed, the 25 competitive had
14 starters with all completing, and
there was 13 novice riders going out
and all completed. There were 6
true novices in that group, and |
hope we'll be seeing them all on the
trail this summer!

Thanks to all who came. The turn
out was fabulous! Thank you to Dr.
Dean Peterson & Dr. Bonnie Miller
who provided fine ride judging
services and a bit of vet work as
well. Dr. Hot Buns - oh excuse me,
Dr. Peterson - took a lot of good-
natured ribbing all weekend long
about his new look in outerwear.
Additional thanks goes to Dr.
Peterson for this ride camp
distraction. Thanks goes to the

be a trail guide. She will have two
days off a week to do laundry or be a

guide if someone wants to visit

her. You can also bring your own

horses and trail ride from their

sites. We will go back to visit her over
July 4th and then pick her up mid

August.. So she can do some
endurance races yet this fall

www.ridesouthdakota.com is the

companys website where she is

Sherburne County Sheriff's Reserve
for providing a safe bridge crossing.
Thanks to trail marking partner Lynn
Reichert, timers Terri LaCrosse &
Daron Stueck, main-dish cook
Sharon Hahn, P&R folks Holly
Egerer, Emily Gruber, Tanya Meyer,
Jody Johannessen, and Bev Specht.
Other folks who helped are the
previously mentioned Carmen
Stueck, plus Mary Baker, Diane
Merz, TJ Edwards & Van Jacobson.

Hope you all continue to ride well &
safe the rest of the season!

Theresa Meyer

MnDRA | Ride Manger &

Ken Meyer, Able Ride Manager
Assistant

working or you can email her at
emilygruber@hankshauser.com



