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Tacking Up

“Socialism, it’s socialism | tell you!” That
is the clean version of the saying | am
hearing so much lately at work. Now, as
someone whose household income
depends on American socialism, | don’t
view it as such a bad thing. | mean think
about it; roads, police, fire houses, public
education, a huge part of research and
development, a large part of medical
care is all supported by our government
and | don’t think anyone would say these
are bad things.

When the pillars of capitalism were
threatened, whom did they turn to? The
government. Even individuals are looking
for some socialism in that they want
fewer taxes, but no cuts to the things
taxes pay for.

So by now you have to be wondering
where | am going with this. Over the past
couple years MnDRA has experienced
our own little form of socialism; we have
gone from four MnDRA financed rides to
six, with one more to be possibly added
next year.

While | voted no, | did so mainly because

Season Ride Calendar
Go to MnDRA.com for ride flyers

<+ 5/2-3 MnDRA |, RM — Theresa
Meyer, 763-753-5236

< 5/15-17 Run for the Border, RM
— Darlene Molitor 320-597-2147

% 6/2-3 Maplewood West, RM —
Cindy Lande, 320-396-4703

< 6/19-21 Southeast Minnesota,
RM — Dianne Schmidt, 507-545-
9937

| felt we didn’t have enough lead time to think
about it and to make an informed vote. There
are a number of questions that come up.
Since it is possible that more money will come
in, should the entry fees be decreased? Or
should we expand the end-of-year prize
qualifiers. Perhaps we should only give prizes
to the 1% and 2™ place finishers in each
division and give a rebate check to everyone
else? Maybe we should give the vets a raise
for the MnDRA rides? | don’t know if any of
these are good ideas, but they are maybe
ideas that we should have been considering
before the vote.

I'm closely affiliated with two rides; one
MnDRA financed and one of the three
remaining private rides, so | can see both
sides. We do need to start thinking about the
next request, regardless of when or from
whom it comes. Do we want MnDRA to be an
organization that runs rides so we have a
steady supply? Do more rides lessen the
chance MnDRA loses money, or increase it?
These are a few questions; maybe you have
more?

Anyway, the ride season starts and let's have
fun like always.

={)} Happy trails, all. Ken

% 7/3-5 Mosquito Run, RM — Lynn
Reichert, 320-597-3312

% 8/15-16 Thistle Down Run, RM —
Teresa Fett, 218 - 334-5711

% 9/12-13 Charity Cup, RM —Mike
and Lisa Powell

% 9/26-27 Run for the Ridge, RM —
Sara Maass, 507-426-8385

< 10/16-18 Point Chaser, RM —
Holly & Bob Egerer, 320-558-
6820




Top Ten Signs that The
Spring Thaw Was Long

10. You swore you used to have
gray horses, not black

9. You have no white socks due
to mud sucking boots off your
feet before you can stop walking
8. Barn cat tires of living in
rafters and is seen trudging
resignedly through knee deep
water.

7. Fleet farm is out of Wellington
boots

6. Exhausted pony found
clinging to a fence trying to keep
head above water

5. You switch to swimming with
your horse as a conditioning tool
4. You can rent your pasture out
to hockey teams after a cold
night

3. You run out of hay and have
more delivered by boat

2. Basement waterproofing
salesmen show up at your door
more often than Jehovah’s
Witnesses

and the number one sign it’s a
long thaw

Kevin Costner and Dennis
Hopper spotted in your pasture
on jet skis
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Rider Profile: Taryn Dentinger

Name and Family: My name is Taryn Dentinger and | live in Duluth with 3 dogs and 3
horses. Well, actually the horses don't live with me, since | am still, unfortunately, a
"townie."

Non-riding occupation: | am a veterinarian. | am also a certified veterinary
acupuncturist. | have my own veterinary acupuncture practice, Serenity Veterinary

Acupuncture. | do house calls and barn calls. Check out my website!
http://www.serenityvetacupuncture.com
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Taryn on Red. Photo b Henry Gruber

Choose one of your horses and brag about him.

Red is my main competition horse. He's also my first horse. And he's the reason | got
into acupuncture. Some of his qualities that | love most are his ability to maintain a steady
pace & rhythm, his willingness to ride out alone, and his power going up hills. | am
continually challenged by his unexpected spooks and continually amused by his inability to
go down the road in a straight line. Riding him is never dull! He developed a lameness in
2007 which turned out to be a nerve problem in his neck. | turned to acupuncture in the
hopes to keep him sound & competing, and it's working beautifully. He loves his treatments,
going right to sleep, and tells me he's done by waking up & shaking his needles out.

What story do you tell around the campfire:

Several years ago at MnDRA |, | had my dog along. | put him in a canvas collapsible kennel
before heading up to vet in. The next moment, my horse is freaking out & folks at the water
trough are laughing uncontrollably and pointing behind me. Here comes my kennel tumbling
along with the dog frantically chasing me, still in it. | learned to carry tent stakes after that,
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Taryn (continued)

and secure the kennel to the ground
before leaving the dog in it!

What is your favorite moment on
the trail? Every ride is a favorite
memory, but one in particular sticks out.
We had an unexpected pre-dawn start at
Wildcat one year, and | had never ridden
in the dark before. Red is typically a
handful at the start, and spooky, and he
has a tendency to stumble, so | was
anticipating a pretty wild ride. Red
completely surprised me by being totally
calm, leading the pack with easy
assurance, and just gliding effortlessly
along a trail that | couldn't see at all. |
had to put my trust in him completely,
and he really stepped up to the plate. It
was a totally "zen" experience.

Who was your mentor? Jodi
Johannessen. She agreed to take me to
my first ride when we barely knew each
other, and has been my training partner
ever since.

Do you have a non horse activity you
enjoy?

In the winter, | love to cross country
ski and snowshoe. | also enjoying
camping, canoeing, and road trips

What have you learned from horses

| am always learning. Each one of my
horses is different and I'm constantly
learning how to best teach them
individually. I've learned that | can't
necessarily decide ahead of time how to
handle a situation with each particular
horse - it's always different. I've learned
to keep an open mind and that my
horses are often capable of more than |
think they are. I've also learned that I'm
capable of more than | thought | was,
sometimes.

MnDRA | is an
AHA Ride

Attention Sweepstakes Horse Owners-

MnDRA lis an AHA Local Ride for
Endurance on Saturday May 2nd and
a AHA Local Ride for Competitive Trail
on Sunday, May 3rd.

You will need to bring your current
AHA card and horse's registration
number during sign in.

Pre-registrations appreciated.

Trails appear to be in pretty good
shape at Sand Dunes and it was good
to see a few of you out there on
Saturday! Remember, Sand Dunes
State Forest does not do advanced
reservations; campsites are first come
— first served. Ken & 1 go around and
reserve about 10 sites on Friday
morning. PLEASE pull into these
sites with the white tickets with our
names! The center area is also
reserved by ride management.

Remember, all sites can house at least
two trailers, so if you are the first ones
to arrive, pull all the way to the front of
the site, so someone can share the
camp with you. And please pay for
your camping with ride
management when you pay the rest
of your ride fees —

AND there are volunteer opportunities,
| especially need a timer on Saturday
and would love a scribe/pulse taker or
two on Sunday so Ken and Tanya can
ride. THANKS & SEE YOU IN
ORROCK!

Theresa Meyer 763-753-5236 or
tmeyer@tpt.org
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Vetting in:

Thank you so much for all the kind
emails and cards of condolence. The
sudden loss of my brother in a car crash
has left a huge hole in my life, but | know
| will get through this with help and love
from my friends and family, and of
course my endurance "family." This has
made me realize just how fragile life is,
and how much chance controls our lives.
Don't ever take your family and friends
for granted...they can be taken from you
in a hearbeat.

Chip

Keep your eyes open at the first ride for
what may be an interesting weekend and
could make some good campfire stories
throughout the season.

Teresa Fett, who over the past 13 years
has been showing up with two gray
Arabs, will be sneaking in with her two
newbie 4 year old Bays.

The Frazee area has had snow on the
ground throughout March and on April
1st received another 17 inches. No riding
will be done here until mid-April so her
riding time this spring will be minimal.

Everyone has brought in new horses,
but Teresa has been spoiled with well
behaved horses for a long time and may
have a hard time with the adjustment of
doing two at once. In order to prevent
some younger riders from learning new
words and her blood pressure from going
too high, a quick helping hand may be
needed as she goes through the vet
checks and camp routine with the two
newbies.

For those wondering where the old
standbys went: Sam has been sold and
is currently living at Sandy Noonan's
place. Mi still lives in Frazee and will be
there as a mentor for the two newbies.

Dale Fett

Country Care Funds for 2008 totaled
$174.09

For 2009 they are already at $242.17!
Continue to spread the word about the

MNDRA Country Care Account!

There is $$% in the MNDRA account to
donate to parks to help with trail
maintenance.

Know of some MN parks that could
use it? Send names to Darlene.

Linda

Many MNDRA members know Kathy
Yates, she competed successfully for
many years on an awesome horse
called Buddy. Buddy recently
passed. Her memorial to BUddy is
attached.

Suzy
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h Buddy (9€ Alotta St #254167) (
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Don’t cry for the horses
That life has set free
A million white horses

April 14,1982 thue Manch 22, 2009
_ ’,/7\.“-43.;_. R

»
Forever to be. D on't Cr 'y
Don’t cry for the horses f or the
Now in God’s hands
As they dance and they prance H orses

To a heavenly band.

They were ours as a gift
But never to keep
As they close their eyes
Forever to sleep.

Their spirits unbound
On silver wings they fly

A million white horses Manes and tails flying
Against the blue sky. They gallop through time
They were never yours
Look up into heaven They were never mine.
You’ll see them above ’
The horses we lost Don’t cry for the horses
The horses we loved. They will be back someday

When our time has come
They will show us the way.

Do you hear that soft nicker
Close to your ear?
Don’t cry for the horses
Love the ones that are here.
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MINNESOTA DISTANCE RIDING ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 28,2009
UOF M, LEATHERDALE EQUINE CENTER, ST. PAUL, MN

President, Darlene Molitor called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. Other officers present were as follows, Vice President, Dale
Lunde, Treasurer, Sandy Noonan, and Secretary Holly Egerer.

Secretary’s Minutes, from the last meeting were available for members to review: a motion was made by Dale to approve the
minutes and was seconded and approved.

Treasurer’s Report, Sandy Noonan reported that MnDRA again had a successful year in 2008. Membership dues were $1,229.00
in 2008, down from $1,279.00 in 2007, a decrease of $50.00. The trail fund portion of our dues came to $166.00. Country Supply
donated $54.34, for a total trail fund of $220.34. When added to our remaining balance of $75.56, it brings our trail fund to $295.90.
We had a net profit of $4,825.08 from our five MnDRA rides. As of 12/31/2008, our checking account balance was $10,531.40.
There is one outstanding check (#1256) for $150.00. Our net profit for the year was $252.49. As of 2/27/2009 we have $6,893.72 in
the checking account. A motion was made by Walt Freiberg to accept the Treasurer's report, seconded by Dale Lunde and
approved.

Committee Reports,

Newsletter, Ken Meyer will continue to do the newsletter for 2009, with the next one coming out in April. He would appreciate
members sending anything newsworthy, ECT to add to the newsletter. Also Ken would like to do more Horse profiles as well as
continuing to do the rider profiles each month. Make sure that your e-mail address is correct if you get it electronically.

MnDRA web site, Dianne Mertz does a great job maintaining this site and has been donating the costs of maintaining the site for
MnDRA.

Awards, Joan Thiel, Lynn Reichert and Dianne Schmidt again did the year-end awards for 2008 and have agreed to continue for
2009. With the Country Supply gift certificates we get money back into the trail fund. Any ideas from members for awards they
would like to see given, contact Joan, Lynn or Dianne.

Novice Rides and Clinics, there are no clinics planned at this time but there will be novice rides available at many of the rides this
summer.

Horse Expo, Chip Jack has a sign up sheet that is being passed around to help at the expo this year. She is willing to organize our
booth for 2010 also.

Annual Banquet, Suzy Warren did a great job organizing our banquet and the new location is very fun. Suzy agreed to organize the
banquet again for 2010.

Announcements,

Angie Mikkelson would like to sponsor/ mentor new riders. Dianne Schmidt suggested she notify ride mangers at the rides that she
is available to help new riders. She could also make a note on her pre-entries with contact info for the ride managers to give out to
new riders. It was also suggested to post her contact info on the web site as well.

Henry Gruber has a hot tub for use as a water tank at the rides; it is lightweight and will fit on its side in a horse trailer stall.

Henry, Walt and TJ funded, designed and printed MnDRA color brochures for handout to interested people. If there are people that
would like to help sponsor these brochures for next year they can contact Henry. The brochures have never been funded through
MnDRA,
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Henry is now loading all the photos taken at the rides on the web site and people can view and copy photos for printing, as they would
like. He is also willing to make CD’s for people that would like that or do not have a computer.

Lynn announced that AHDRA would like all their members to update their info and the info on their horses as well.

Darlene brought UMECA rider chevrons from the banquet for those that could not be there to get them, check with her to see if there
one for you.

General Business

The 2009 ride schedule is complete and ride books should be out very soon.

The trail fund for 2009 had no body send in any requests. There is $2.00 from each membership fee that is donated to the trail fund as
well as the donated money from Country supply for purchases members do through out the year. Letters for request of trail fund can be
sent to Darlene and she would like to receive them by April 1st, decision to be made by April 15,

Discussion was held on possibly using the trail fund money to purchase a trailer/vet box for use at the rides for treatment of sick horses.
Ken Meyer suggested that $1.00 of each ride entry could go into a savings for the vet box, tabled at this time. Michael Powell has
started a vet trailer fund-raiser; Lisa Powell has already made $200.00 selling coupons for Papa Murphy's pizza. Trail fund money will
not be used at this time for the vet trailer; membership would prefer that it continue to be used for just trail donations. Michael and Lisa
will continue to work on getting the vet trailer purchased and they would appreciate any help with fund raising that people are willing to
do.

Theresa Meyer gave a review of the UMECRA convention and general meeting, new elected board members, Shelly Sentyrz,
sanctioning director, Angie Mickelson, points keeper, Peggy Pasillas, newsletter editor. Changes to the Novice ride division, AERC fees
will go up next year, (2010) $3.00. Due to many rider requests, UMECRA is asking that ride veterinarians use the whole lameness
range and complete score sheet to judge the horses, keeping the rides from just being a P/R race. Score numbers will probably be
much lower than what we have been used to.

New Business

A request was made for MnDRA sponsorship for Charity Cup ride by the new mangers, Michael and Lisa Powell. Discussion followed
and a motion was made by Dale Lunde, seconded by Dianne Schmidt, show of hands and motion was passed.

A request was made for MnDRA sponsorship for a new ride in 2010 to be held at Zumbro Bottoms managed by Barry Saylor.
Discussion followed, Michael motioned to table a vote until the next general meeting, seconded by Dale, and all favored.

Dianne Schmidt announced that 2009 is the 40t anniversary of the SE ride; she is planning some special things. The 40™ anniversary
of UMECRA is in 2011 and it will be held in Rochester, Dianne will be planning the banquet. She would like to have MnDRA members
help as much as possible and get some of the old members from long ago come as well.

Election of Officers for 2009, there were no new nominations for any of the positions. It was unanimously voted that all current board
members stay for 2009, all excepted. Meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.

Two-mile Marker

+» Teddy from Running Bear Tapk will be at ¢ If the forecast for MNDRA 1 is really _rSr(;or;ﬁ:/tZerTa;]::]s;s Oerr:r:? a
the Maplewood ride? - She will be great, you should try to get there early jump arive. -nenry
donating 2 prize forus also. on Friday as there may be more trail ¢ | have reluctantly returned to the

riders showing up than normal. y . .

% Diane Schmidt’s horse, Chablis coliced gup a_rcﬂf nohrth ------------- QOI in last
and the palnful decision to e.uthanlze was % Iffolks would like to include any :::19 ré;;egrvsviz ?rf]?sno
_made. Dlane sent thg following: The grass pictures from events or rides, we can p o De
in heaven is chest high, so | know he's put them on the webalbum ...they can weaier....Ur Anne
happy. He truly was an awesome horse to gither email to the webalbum at
ride. HanksHauser.Horses@picasaweb.co

m or drop them off, or send them to



