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Howdy all, 

It’s convention time so time to do the 
newsletter. The speaker, Dr Alice Stack, 
was very informative. I include my annual 
interpretation of events at the meeting. It 
was interesting at times, to say the least. 

As you see, Tanya is our rider profile; no, 
I wasn’t desperate for a profile, I do 
randomly pick and her name came up. 
You can learn some things other than 
what I tell folks about her. 

The top ten comes from Paula G this 
month. I think the recent weather 
inspired her. I also want to thank my 
regular contributors, Suzy W, Peggy P, 
Nicole E-M, Sandy N, Chip J, Bev S, and 
each of you who sent me at least a letter 
or email suggesting something to add. 
You make the work easier for me. 

Tacking Up 
   

One interesting thought that Dr Wes brought 
up at the meeting was to encourage vets to 
start using the whole range of points in 
competitive rides. The purpose of this is to 
separate the scores more and to move the 
ride past the idea of it being a PR contest. It 
might help to make the competition a little 
more even. It will only work if we riders can 
accept that a 320 might be a great score and 
not hassle the vets. 

As the winter winds down, we all start thinking 
about what we want to ride next season. If you 
are starting a new horse, it might be a good 
idea to look close at competitive. While it 
pushes the horses, you are with others who 
might help slow down those racing instincts. 
Remember, it’s all about the horses. 

Happy Trails 

  

 

Keep the Fun Coming; Join MnDRA 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 
 
Family _____($25.00) Single _____  ($15.00) 
 
Address ___________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________  State _____  Zip __________ 
 
Email (PRINT NEATLY) _____________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to MnDRA and mail membership renewal to: 
 
Sandra Noonan 
16454 282rd Ave 
Paynesville, MN  56362-9412 



Introduce yourself: My name is Tanya Meyer. I’m 15 and a sophomore at St. Francis High 
School. I participate in my school’s band program, volleyball team, softball team, and Student 
Congress club. I have been riding horses since I can remember; I even broke my arm riding one. I 
believe I’ve been doing distance rides for five years now.  
 

 
What do you do to support your animal habit? I suck up to my parents.  
 
Tell us about your horses. I’ve ridden a couple horses throughout my years of competing. 
Currently I ride our horse, Destinee. She’s pretty fun to ride, because she always loves to go. I’ve 
also ridden Holly’s Morgan, Rose. She taught me how to handle a very forward horse. It was always 
fun to ride her. Lastly, the first horse I competed on was Sadat, an Arab/Welsh. He was such a 
patient horse. He tolerated me when I barely had a clue how to post, and he never took off down the 
trail with (or without) me.  
 
Who was your mentor? Looking back at my first couple years of riding, the person I remember 
(and rode with the most) was Holly Egerer. In fact, we’ve ridden so much together, people have 
mistaken me for her daughter. Spending hours on the trail with her taught me to love the animals 
you’re competing on, not the competition. During the last year of competing on Sadat, she always 
had his condition in mind. She never thought about making it in on time. She always thought about 
making it in healthy.  
 
Do you have an embarrassing or funny story to tell? Just last year, I was at Point 
Chaser trying to tie a hay bag to the overhead tie. I couldn’t reach so I decided to straddle the bar to 
get up higher. I swung my leg up, but I had a little bit too much momentum. Instead of straddling the 
bar, I did an almost-360 around it. My mom said the look on my face was priceless.  
Continued on page 4 
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Top Ten Reasons to Cancel Your 
Health Club Membership in the 
Winter 
 
 
 
10. Pulling a sled full of wood to the 
house 
9. Carrying 5-gal pales of water to 
the horses 
8. Cussing and jumping up and 
down when the tractor won’t start 
when you need to move snow 
7. Carrying large bales over snow 
drifts 
6. Shoveling paths to all the 
outbuildings 
5. Pushing gates open through 
deep snow 
4. Brisk wind chill to open the 
pores in your skin 
3. Shoveling out the end of your 
driveway after the snowplow filled 
it for the third time that day 
2. Chopping frozen poop out of 
the manure wagon 
 
and the main reason to drop that 
membership… 
 
Wearing 40 lbs of clothes and 20 
lbs of boots, just to go outside 

Rider: Tanya Meyer 
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A note from Wendy Hauser, a former 
member of MnDRA who now lives in 
Montana. 
 
Some news to share with you.  Ed 
(Hauser) had a serious heart attack on 
December 21, but he is recovering and 
the cardiologist says he will be able to do 
everything he wants once he has 
recovered.  He had had some minor out-
patient surgery on December 12 and my 
feeling is that there were some blood 
clots floating around from that that 
caused the blockage of two arteries.  
That's something we won't ever know for 
sure and one of the risks of surgery.  
Two arteries were involved with one 
being 100% blocked (that caused the 
heart attack) and the other is 90% 
blocked (will need to be cleared out later 
this month and probably stents inserted).  
We got to the hospital ER in Missoula in 
time and think that though there was 
some damage to the heart muscle, it can 
heal completely. 
  
December 2008 is a time period I just 
want to forget!  I just wanted to let you 
know but for that things here in Montana 
are okay.  Winter so far has been cold, 
snowy and icy but temps lately have 
been mild and the snow and ice are 
nearly all melted on the valley floor - still 
lots of snow and ice the higher up in 
elevation you go (good for winter sports 
except for the high level of avalanche 
danger!).  The mountains are very 
beautiful but can be very dangerous, 
too.  Keep Ed in your thoughts and 
prayers as he recovers and keep in touch 
with us.  We miss everyone in MN and 
WI. 
Love, Wendy 
  
Wendy Hauser 
2994 Mittower Road 
Victor, MT 59875 
  

  
Date: Feb. 28, 2009 
Time:  10 AM- 4 PM, with Light Lunch included 
Location: The Joy Gasser Farm, 4805 E Walnut Rd., Eau Claire, WI 54701 
Cost: $25.00 
  
Come, spend a winter day and learn about two of the fastest growing equine sports in 
the U.S., Endurance and Competitive Trail Riding. Lectures, demonstrations and 
question and answer sessions will satisfy your curiosity about how to spend more time in 
the saddle and more time with your horse. 
      Topics to be covered will be:  The different distance riding organizations; difference 
between endurance and competitive trail riding; distance riding tack, equipment and 
clothing; choosing a good distance riding horse; feeding the distance riding horse; what 
to expect at your first event; associated paperwork; shoeing options for your horse; 
techniques and strategies for conditioning your horse, where to start and what to do. 
Also a question and answer session to clarify any information given earlier. Learn from 
our years of experience and many miles  of competition. 
       Bring your lawn chair and be comfortable in Joy Gasser’s heated indoor arena. 
Please pre-register so we can be sure to have adequate food available for all. 
       If a severe winter storm causes us to postpone the Clinic, it will be rescheduled 
ASAP and all people will be notified in sufficient time to avoid unnecessary driving. 
  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions at bsaylor1947@gmail.com or  cell 
507-951-2245 or home 507-765-2711 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Please detach and mail to Barry Saylor, 22093 212th St, Preston, MN 55965 
  
NAME_____________________________ 
E-MAIL____________________________ 
ADDRESS__________________________ 
TELEPHONE- HOME_______________ 
                          CELL________________ 
  
AMOUNT PAID_$______________ 
 

Endurance and Competitive 
Trail Riding Clinic 
 

Vetting In 
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1:10 pm- Roll call, 79 votes 
 
1:14 – secretary report – 7 pages 
threatened to be read, accepted as is; 
treasurer’s report – As of Dec 31st, we 
have money. Better than the banks. 
Report accepted 
 
1:16 – Points program upgrade still in 
testing mode. Seems to be working. 
Remember to put the right name and 
spelling for the horse when you register 
for a ride to get the mileage for that ride. 
 
1:18 – Insurance costs. Should stay fairly 
the same as last year. Board voted to run 
the same as last year; half by UMECRA 
and half by the ride. 
 
1:20 – New rider t-shirt program. About 
2-dozen were requested last year. 
Recipients were thrilled by them. 
 
1:24 –  100-mile horse program. Goal is 
to increase number of rides and number 
of horses/riders. You will receive a 
plaque and recognition of different levels. 
There is a $50, one-time nomination fee 
for horse/rider team. You can have more 
than one horse nominated, but counts as 
a new horse/rider team. Fees sent into 
Treasurer 
 
1:35 -  rules 
If a ride is cancelled for two years in a 
row, they give up their ride date and 
voting rights at UMECRA the second 
year. Motion passed with one nay vote. 

Umecra Convention Notes  

He didn’t pass the first check and I was given 
the mandatory 10-minute wait. Luckily we 
had the okay to sponge. His respiration finally 
came down and he completed the ride. I was 
so proud of him.  
 

Tanya continued 

 
What was your proudest moment?  
My proudest moment would have to be completing 
Mosquito Run when it was almost 100 degrees, at least 
it felt like it. That kind of temperature was the worst that 
Sadat could have, and I knew it would be tough to 
finish. We passed through the mid-check okay. But the 
final check was a different story. Sadat was panting 
worse than a dog, and I knew it was going to be close. 

 
By-Law changes -  Who can be a 
sec./treasurer was discussed. Change 
allowed someone who might not 
currently be ride manager to hold this 
position as long as they were a 
manager 3 out of the past 5 years. A 
lot of discussion. 45 ayes, Roll call 
vote was called for, Time-out for a tally 
 
1:55 – senior equine award change. 
Scoring now is combination of points 
and mileage. 
 
 1:57– more rules 
Count was verified by roll call. 

 
Maplewood Ride Representative, Danna 
Theis, contemplating the complex 
implications of the rule changes. 
 
Change in who can be president 
discussed. Motion allows for former 
ride managers to run. (It allows ride 
managers to have a year off from their 
ride and not have to give up the 
presidency.)  Passed with 46 ayes. 
 
Other minor eligibility wording on 
novice division was discussed, 
endlessly. Passed unanimously. Go 
figure. 

 

 
Delegete Paula Goligowski trying to 
decide Aye or Nay. 
 
2:37 – Proposed ride schedule 
Ride mileage MUST be included 
for ride schedule to be approved.  
Lots of changes. Passed as 
changed 
 
2:49 –  
Points Keeper – Angie Mikkelson 
Newsletter – Peggy Pasillas 
Sanctioning Director – Shelly 
Sentyrz 
 
2:50 - elections 
Pres – Rick Nelson 
Vice Pres – Theresa Meyer 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jill Feller 
Ill – Linda Mower 
Mi – Wayne Gastfield 
Director–at–large – Marti Power 
 
3:22 – Meeting adjourned – time 
for a barley pop. 
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MNDRA Banquet 
 

The MNDRA Banquet will be held Saturday February 28th at the 
University of Minnesota Leatherdale Equine Center on Grotner Avenue in St. Paul. 

 
 

• The Board and Ride Managers meeting will be at 3:00 
• The general meeting will begin at 4:00. 
• Dinner between 5:00 and 5:30 with awards to follow. 
• The catered dinner will be buffet style, with a variety of excellent choices for $20.00 per 

person. 
• For anyone interested tours of the facility will be available at 3:30 and 4:30. 

 
 
 
 

For dinner and tour reservations please respond By Friday February 20th. 
Dinner reservations should include a check payable to MNDRA, for $20 per person. Please indicate 

which tour time you would prefer. 
 
Suzy Warren 
15936 345th Street 
Center City, Minnesota  55012 
 
 
For tour or meeting only please email attendance plans to suzy.warren@ci.oakdale.mn.us 

 
 
For Directions to the Leatherdale Center 
http://www.cvm.umn.edu/umec/facility/Map_and_Directions.html 
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Two-Mile Marker 

 Mike and Lisa Powell and Shelly 
Sentyrz have agreed to take 
over the Charity Cup ride this 
coming year. Keep that in mind 
as you are thinking what rides 
you want to help out with this 
year. I’m sure they would 
appreciate volunteers. 

 Minnesota Hoofed Animal 
Rescue in Zimmerman has a 
number of horses who may be 
distance prospects. It may be 

worth checking them out. 
Their web site is 
www.mnhoovedanimalres
cue.org. 

 Nicole E-M has thrown down 
a challenge to all you LDers. 
Better get ready. She’s 
training already. There may 
be a new sheriff in town. 

 

Two-Mile Marker 

 
Our prayers and condolences go to the family of Ben ‘The Cowboy’ Piche who died of a heart attack while 
shoveling snow on his farm earlier this month. The family wishes for us to use their farm this year for the Thistle 
Down ride. Ben truly loved having us there. Henry is putting together a photo album for the family. If you have 
any photos or short story of Ben, please contact Henry at bunkhouse@hankshauser.com. 


