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Howdy all, 

Brrrrrrrrrrr.  I love cold. I find it so 
invigorating to have the air sting my 
cheeks when I step outside; but if we are 
getting this in December, we are either in 
for a short winter or a very long one. The 
cold snap did inspire my top-ten list this 
month. 

This is a season of traditions. One of 
mine is to start shopping the week of 
Christmas, which I did again this year. 
Another tradition that we have started a 
few years ago is to invite some of Tanya 
and Dylan’s friends snow tubing at Rice 
Creek on New Year’s Eve and then back 
to our place for some food and games. 
One of the kid’s friends stay for the night 
and the other goes to someone else’s 
place. It is a fun way to ring in the New 
Year. 

I know there are other traditions out 
there. I believe some of the ladies just 
west of us have an annual New Year’s 
ride. How about sharing your tradition 
with us by sending it to me (along with 
pictures) and we’ll hopefully will have a 
collection next month? 

Tacking Up 
 

  

I’d also like to ask if anyone is interested in 
putting together a slide show for the MnDRA 
Banquet in the late winter. I am starting 
teaching a college biology course in our 
school this year and it is going to take up an 
incredible amount of time this spring. I will be 
able to bring the projection system, and a 
computer if needed. I have to think someone 
with a good eye for pictures and access to a 
number of pictures, along with a creative spirit 
could be found in our group. 

There are a number of issues going on with 
horse trails and park development. There are 
two pieces in this newsletter about future 
plans with horse trails. Also we are at risk of 
losing a classic Minnesota ride unless new 
managers are found. Do read the vetting in 
portion, as there are a couple things that 
perhaps should have had their own headlines. 
Don’t forget that if you are interested in riding 
a bus to UMECRA, you should contact Bev 
Spect now! Also, contact Stephanie Huss if 
you are interested in a group going to AERC. 

Stay warm, and I hope everyone has happy 
and safe holidays. 

Happy Trails. =:{)} 

The below picture was done by Karen 
Kersten. It is titled, The Storm. 

 

 

 



Please introduce yourself: Family is composed of my first wife, Elizabeth, two 
grown daughters, Katheryn and Margaret, 4 dogs, and horses Moonlyte, Mistymare, Tara 
and of course Mollymule. 
 
What do you do to support your animal habit? For 28 years I worked as a game warden 
for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Now I am semi-retired and raise and 
sell Christmas trees.  What I make selling trees just about pays for my horse habit unless I 
have a large animal doctor bill. 
 
Who is your current horse? Currently am riding endurance on JBK Tara who is an 11 
year-old, Anglo/Arabian mare who is just about the most beautiful mare in the world.  Also, 
I am riding Limited Distance on Miss Molly Mule who I think will be a very good mount after 
she gets over being afraid of cattle, runaway horses, bears and Henry Gruber. 
 

 
 
Who was your mentor? I was lucky to have several people mentor me when I started.  
However for a long time I wasn't smart enough to know they were trying to teach me 
something.  The first mentors which I had were Bev Specht (hasn't she mentored about 
everyone?), Kathy Yates, and Joyce Melby.  Now I have some people who I ask advice 
from but don't really consider them mentors.  They are more like remedial education 
instructors for the slow learners.  They are Linda Jacobson, Bonnie Mielke, Candy Barbo, 
and most of all Sandhill Suzy.  All of them gave me some good advice last season and all 
of them helped me get through the season despite some injuries to both myself and Tara. 
continued on page 3 
 What story about something that happen at a ride that you can tell the most often 
around campfires?   Well I haven't had anything unusual happen yet at a ride but the one 
I like to tell is on my very first distance ride. It was actually the day before at our ride, 
Scramble, when a group of us went out for awhile on trail and Snoopy had this big spook 
and he took me into the woods a ways. He was heading for a tree with a low lying branch 
which I knew I would hit, so I leaned over to avoid the branch. I leaned so far over that I 
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Top Ten signs its cold out: 
 
10. The spider webs in your barn have 

icicles on them. 
9 Wood with three knots in it splits on one 
swing 

8. You don’t care what oil costs, you’re 
turning up the heat 
7. It takes you longer to dress for chores 

than to actually do them 
6. Your water hoses freeze before you can 
blow them out 

5. When you start your diesel in a parking 
lot, every head turns to look at you 
4. Your manure fork has fewer teeth every 

day 
3. Your horse gained a hand in height due to 
the ice balls in its hoofs 

2. The horse manure hits the ground frozen 
 
and the number one sign its cold out, 
 
you get daily emails from Dr. Anne in Florida 
telling you the weather there 

 

Rider: TJ Edwards 
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How did you get into 
distance riding? I liked 
riding hard and long 
distances and was riding 
on occasion with the lady 
who I later purchased 
Tara from.  She had 
done a few Limited 
Distance rides and got 
me interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TJ looking stylish and 
Misty Morning Mara 
trying to keep from 
being recognized 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TJ Edwards continued 
 

What was your hardest ride? There were two rides 
which I consider to have been the hardest.  One was 
at Mid-West Mountain Quest in 2004.  It rained hard 
most of the ride and the trail was very slippery.  I 
was riding Pasha Astra and she was wearing a worn 
set of Ground Control plastic shoes which caused 
her to slip a lot.  Once she even fell while walking on 
a level field road.  I had walked Pasha up and down 
all of the hills as it was to dangerous to ride her.  
Most of the ride I was with Joyce Melby who couldn't 
get off her horse.  We got off trail in the dark and 
rode some extra miles, barely finished in time, were 
covered with mud and soaked through. 
  
The other ride was at Endless Valley in 2005.  
Pasha put me off at about 6 miles and not being 
loyal she ran back to the ride camp.  I rejoined her 
and set off again from the start after making an 
agreement with her that I'd hand walk her up and 
down all of the hills if she would be good to me.  It 
was hotter than the top step of Hell and I had no 
water for most of the last 17 miles until I finally drank 
out of a water tank. 
 
What story about something that happened at a 
ride that you tell the most often around the 
campfires?  I've told so many stories that I can't 
begin to remember them.  Some of them are even 
partially true! 
 
What was your scariest or most disappointing 
distance-related moment?  Both the scariest 
moment and the most disappointing moments 
happened during the 2008 season.  The scariest 
was when I got dragged down a gravel road by 
Mollymule and had my shoulder dislocated.  The 
most disappointing was not being able to ride Tara 
the last three rides of the season.  

A Poultice How-to From Equilite 
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Carver County Master Plan Lacks Horse Trails 
 

Editor’s note: Many of you have already seen this. I 
received it from four people. Do note the time line for 
commenting. Comments must be made by December 
31st. The article explains how to comment. 

 

My name is Leigh Harrod, and I administer the Horse 
Voice web page.   I am writing because another horse 
trail issue has arisen.  Please forward to all contacts you 
have in your own email address list. 

A month ago it was Wright County.  This time it is Carver 
County. 

Here's the issue: Carver County is about to adopt its 
Comprehensive Master Plan for future land use all the 
way out to the year 2030.  In that plan, the County 
intends to create a fabulous network of new trails and 
parks -- miles and miles of trails criss-crossing all over 
the county on land that it either owns or plans to acquire. 

But all trails in the County's 2030 Plan are destined to be 
paved -- for cyclists, hikers, and skateboarders only.  
There is no provision in the 2030 Master Plan for any 
horse trails at all. None.   
 
The Horse Voice web log details the story. To get there, 
go to: http://horsevoice.blogspot.com/   That Horse Voice 
web page provides 2 links:  one link takes you to a 
petition you can sign, sponsored by the Horse Voice.  I 
urge you to sign it.  
 
 http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/HorseTrails_CARVER
2030/ 
 
Then, also on that same page, there is a second link, 
also provided here, that takes you directly to the official 
County site where your comments will be officially 
included as input to the County's 2030 Master Plan. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=g7VROssiT4
JGiO_2fpHfzTcQ_3d_3d 

(That particular link was buried so deep in the bowels 
of the county's web site that it was tough to 
find. Someone really had to hunt for it, to make it easy 
for everyone else to get to...) 

 
Fortunately the Carver County Comprehensive Plan is 
still in its official public comment, but only until 
December 31st.  This means they are still open to 
incorporating changes to the 2030 Master Plan based 
upon comments recieved before the deadline.  It still is 
not too late to tell them that they forgot about us, a 
significant large community unserved in their plans, 
who would love to have and would use trails in 
their county that would be dedicated for horseback 
riding.  I hope you go to the link, and urge them to 
include dedicated horse trails in their new network of 
"the last best places".  
  
Leigh Harrod 
 
 
Suzy sends us a letter in the vetting in section that 
discusses similar concerns about lack of planning for 
horses with Three Rivers Parks. 
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Charity Cup Needs Managers 

Dale and Lise have made the tough decision to take a 
break from being managers of Charity Cup. They are 
willing to help other folks if new managers are found, 
but they do not plan to manage it next year. 
 
If someone is interested in picking up this ride, the 
decision should be made soon as the ride schedule for 
next year is being put together. Interested people 
(note I am talking in the plural as it takes a team to 
manage a ride) can contact Dale or Lise Lunde at 
RL96TA@aol.com. 
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Park District might have given more 
consideration to equestrians if there had been 
more riders on the dead end trail in the north 
end.  And, if more people ride the north end trail 
next summer (even though bikes whiz by them 
for part of it), maybe equestrians will fare better 
in Three Rivers' decisions about the trail in the 
future.  The stretches of the north end trail that 
do not parallel County Rd 19 are still very nice. 
 
Increasingly, with horse trails, it seems to be 
"Use them or lose them (and maybe lose them 
anyway)." 
 
Suzy 
 
 
Is anyone thinking of going to the AERC 
convention in KY?  It's a fairly easy drive down 
to Louisville, and maybe a bunch of us could car 
pool.  If we get enough people wanting to go, 
we could possible rent a van or something.  I 
sorry I can't offer to drive,  but I don't really trust 
my 11-year-old Subaru (150,000 miles) out of 
our "safety zone."  Let's get in in touch and 
hopefully work something out.  
  
Chip 
 
Hello Friends! 
 
The UMECRA convention is in the Wisconsin 
Dells this year on January 24. 
It's important for the annual meeting that each 
ride fill out their delegate count.  We have 3 by-
law changes to vote on plus possible rule 
changes to drive rules, possible elevator ride 
rules, sanctioning rules, and the novice ride 
program.  There will be a new president to vote 
for as well, plus other officers.  If you plan to 
attend the convention, and have not had a 
Minnesota ride manager contact you about 
being a proxy delegate, please contact Theresa 
Meyer and we can hopefully get a slot for you. 
Email me at tmeyer@tpt.org  or 763-753-5236 
Also, if you are a ride manager who needs slots 
filled, please contact me as well.  Thank you so 
much!  Theresa 

 

Vetting in 
This was forwarded from Dr. Anne: 
 
This was indeed an unfortunate incident. The people 
and horses were not in the trailer, so the damages 
seem to be limited to the trailer. The truck appears to 
be undamaged except for melted taillights. It is only 
hearsay at this point, but the fire appeared to start in 
the living quarters where a propane space heater had 
been left on and the guess is that either the heater 
failed or something came too close and was ignited. 
The incident started at 8:30 AM and the fire 
department arrived within 10 minutes (which seemed 
like an eternity). It was amazing to see just how fast 
this trailer was reduced to almost less than a frame. 
The tires, surprisingly, did not appear to sustain 
damage. The fire was out by 9 AM. The trailer is 
obviously a total loss. Presumably, the trailer is 
insured as well as at least some of the contents. All 
tack, clothing; anything and everything most of us 
carry in our trailers turned to ashes. My only comment 
to all is that we ALL should be very aware of the 
possible causes of fire hazards by due diligence in 
maintenance and in never leaving a heater on while 
someone is not physically present. It could have been 
worse. 
 
 
My understanding is that Three Rivers Park District 
operates under a policy that limits the amount of land 
in Baker Park that can be "developed."  Under that 
policy, the square footage of land devoted to a turf 
horse trail is considered to be "developed"  land.  Early 
in the discussions, I believe Three Rivers Park District 
said that Baker Park is at or near the maximum limit on 
"developed" land.  Likely, a wide turf trail adjacent to 
the now-paved trail would push Baker Park beyond the 
maximum limit.  So, I am guessing that the space 
devoted to horses is not going to be very wide. 

 
Note to all:  this does not affect the south end of Baker 
Park. It only affects the north end.  The north end 
horse trail (although it is more remote and, therefore, 
nicer) has been less used than the south end trail. 
 Probably because the north end trail is not a loop 
anymore.  It dead ends into County Road 24 (near 
Alpine) on one end and into Hamel Road (about a half 
mile west of Parkview) on the other end.  It used to be 
a loop but, many years ago, when Baker Park installed 
the golf course, the loop was eliminated.  Three Rivers 
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UMECRA 2008 ANNUAL MEETING AND AWARDS BANQUET 

Wisconsin Dells     January 23 and 24, 2009 
  

 Friday, January 23 
 Registration  3 to 6 pm 
  
Vendors will be set up in hotel lobby 
AHDRA is hosting the evening.  There are hos de oeuvres and games. 
AHDRA will meet and give out their awards. 
   
Saturday, January 24 
  
Registration table will be open.  
  
7 AM UMECRA Board Meeting 
7 AM Vets Meeting hosted by Dr. Wes Elford  
  
9 to 11 am                   Alice Stack, DVM           Nationaliy: Irish 
Graduated from University College Dublin with veterinary degree in 2006. 
  
Spent one year working in the Dubai Equine Hospital, under the patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed. Patient base comprising mainly of 
endurance racehorses, and flat-racing Thoroughbreds and Arabians. Duties extended to providing veterinary care in the hospital tents at 
the Dubai and Abu Dhabi races throughout the endurance racing season; transportation and care of endurance horses at the main 
hospital in Dubai when necessary.  
 
Currently completing a residency training program at Michigan State Univeristy. Specializing in Equine Internal Medicine with a special 
interest in Emergency and Critical Care of the Equine Patient. Research interests in the area of exercise and sports medicine, 
specifically determination of the pathogenesis of EIPH (Exercise Induced Pulmonary Hemorrhage) - a disease of racehorses.  
 
Dr. Stack will talk on General Colic in the first hour and then Syndromes of the Exhausted Horse. 
. 
Noon:  Break for lunch.  Sandwich bar open in hotel 
1 – 3pm – General Meeting 
5-6 pm – Social Hour 
6:30 – 9 pm – Dinner and Awards 
9-12 – Music 
 
Name(s) of those attending: 
  
  
Banquet Choice:  Chicken __       Filet of Tenderloin __        Deep Fried Shrimp___ 
Please put a number after your menu choice. 
Chicken strips and french fries will be available for children for $12.50.   
  
Amount enclosed (adult attending X $50) $ 
Amount enclosed (child attending X $30) $ 
  
If you do not want lunch on Saturday or plan to attend the banquet on Saturday night, the convention fee is $15.  This fee covers the 
price of the convention room that we use for all our events. 
Please mail to:   Dianne Schmidt 
  319 Summerfield Dr NE  
  Eyota, MN  55934 
  507-545-9937  Schmidt.dianne@mayo.edu 
 
   Email:  schmidt.dianne@mayo.edu 
 


