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Tacking Up

Hey, it looks a little like a good, old-
fashioned, Minnesota winter. There is
about a foot of fine snow out there and
it's wonderful. At least it is if you only
have three horses to care for. After
talking to a couple, who have a few
dozen horses, about the time it takes to
do chores, I'd guess my love of the snow
isn’t universal.

It is the holiday season and my special
treat to you is a special pictorial top ten.
It features one of the few, the proud, the
men of MnDRA, the one and only, Dr.
Dean. I'm gambling on his being in the
spirit of the season, or at least not being
able to get on the Internet.

Suzy’s idea of a cultural corner where we
can display our talent has been a huge
success. | have received a number of
Nobel Laureate class submissions to
share with you all. With the exception of
the dueling limericks, the talent is pretty
good.

Sharon Hahn has consented to be
nominated again for rider rep. in
UMECRA. | hope we can give her our
support. Our sister organization is going
through middle age and it is a good time
to have level-headed Minnesota voices
in the organization.

This issue also has information on the

UMECRA convention (and if you were at last
year’s, you'll know that MnDRA has a
reputation of partying late into the night,
especially our younger members) so take a
break from your chores and plan to attend this
year. It's actually less than a half day’s drive
for most of us. If you can’t make it, I'm hoping |
may be able to do a live feed from the
convention floor on our web site.

If you loved going to Hinckley for Point
Chaser, it might help improve our relations
with the park folks to drop a note to the DNR
parks director, Courtland Nelson at
courtland.nelson@dnr.state.mn.us or the
deputy director, Chuck Kartuk at
chuck.kartuk@dnr.state.mn.us and let them
know. Maybe suggest how much you are
looking forward to going there next year.

Plans for MnDRA'’s convention are shaping
up. If you have any thoughts or ideas that you
would like brought up, let the board members
know. If you are new (or old like me and just
can’'t remember) I've put the names and
emails of the members below.

Happy Trails. =:{)}

«» Darlene Molitor —
valleycreekfarm@juno.com

% Sandy Noonan - msnoonan@mchsi.com

«» Dale Lunde — rlI96ta@aol.com

« Holly Egerer — regerer287@aol.com

Sharon Hahn For Rider Rep

Sharon Hahn is running for rider rep
again this year. Due to trouble in
keeping track of votes, the only
ballots accepted this year are the
paper ballots from the newsletter. No

emailing this year. So expect a
reminder when the ballots show up
and support our MN-based rep.




UMECRA CONVENTION
Clock Tower Resort,
Rockford, IL
January 11-13, 2008

Guest speaker Dr. Melissa
Ribley will be talking
Saturday morning. Part of the
discussion will be on the
AERC drug rules.

Also to be discussed at the
meeting is potential rule
changes to limit rides, limit
100 mile rides, insurance fee
payment, novice ride
division, and morel!!!

The hotel has a large water
park so bring your suits. If
you missed the December
11™ deadline for the $99 rate,
ask for it anyway; it can’t
hurt.

The resort’s tool free
number is 1-800-358-7666

Rider Horse Team: Joyce Melby and Princess

As many of you know, Joyce was having back problems over the season and
once she and Princess attained their milestone of 5000 AERC miles, Joyce quit
riding for the season and had surgery to correct the problem. Joyce had a
ruptured disk in her back and it was fragmented. A week after they reached their
milestone at Pillager, Joyce had the disk cleaned out and reports that she is now
without pain. She still is missing some feeling in her toes, but she says it is
nothing compared to the pain she had. | asked her a few questions about her
special horse, Princess Midnight. Her responses follow the picture of Joyce and
Princess with their frequent riding companion, Chip at RFTB.
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Could you share your history with Princess? Princess came from Colorado where she was a
part of a matched driving team with her half-sister. When the half-sister died 11 years ago, | bought
her.

Did you have specific plans? | had planned on doing 100s with her, but she wouldn't take care of
herself. | did one year of competitive with her and then moved to 50s. | had to learn to take her at a
safe, steady speed, not the speed she wanted to go. She has seldom been pulled, and finished
5000 miles over the last ten years. She is 21, so we'll continue to go as long as she wants, but who
knows what next year may bring?

Did you have a favorite ride? Every ride was a favorite ride; well, maybe not that last Pillager ride.

I have to thank Chip for getting us through that ride. | was very glad when it was over.
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Bill to Preserve Equestrian Access to
Public Land Introduced in Senate

November 07, 2007,
Article # 10774 -- TheHorse.com

Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID)
introduced Nov. 1 the Preserving
our Equine Heritage on Public
Lands Act (S. 2238). This bill is
similar to the so-called "Right-to-
Ride" bill that Crapo introduced in
the last Congress.

"Senator Crapo has been a
champion of preserving riders'
access to public lands," said
American Horse Council (AHC)
President Jay Hickey. "He has
retooled the bill he introduced in
the last Congress and we
appreciate his steadfastness in
introducing the legislation again.
Equestrians are going to have to
let Congress know that they are
concerned about access to trails
and public lands and that they
support this bill if we hope to get
it passed."

The bill directs the Secretaries of
Interior and Agriculture to
manage the federal lands under
their jurisdiction "in a manner that
preserves and facilitates the
continued use and access of
pack and saddle stock animals"
on lands on which "there is a
historical tradition" of use. The bill
provides that such lands "shall
remain open and accessible to
the use of pack and saddle stock
animals" where there is such a
tradition. The bill applies to the
management of the National Park
System, BLM lands, National
Wildlife Refuge System land, and
National Forest System land.

The bill does not limit the
federal agencies' ultimate
authority to restrict such use,
provided the agencies
perform the review required
under the National
Environmental Policy Act of
1969. The bill would also
impose additional specific and
designated procedures to be
followed by agencies before
any land closures. These
procedures include advance
notice of any proposed
reduction in use to allow
public comment, convening a
public meeting near the area
involved, and collaboration
with various users during the
process.

Those who enjoy riding on
public lands have expressed
concern about the reduction
of trails and public lands
available to horses and pack
stock.

Click here for more
information from the American
Horse Council on this issue:
http://www.horsecouncil.org/p
ressreleases/2007 Preservin
g _Equine Heritage.html

Bill Affecting the Sale
and Transportation of
Horses

A senate bill aimed at curbing
the sale of horses for slaughter
is being discussed. Senator
Mary Landrieu (D- LA) has
succeeded in scheduling
Senate Bill 311 for a floor vote,
although a specific date has not
been set for debate. Senator
Landrieu’s bill has 37 co-
sponsors.

Senate Bill 311 reads "To
amend the Horse Protection Act
to prohibit the shipping,
transporting, moving, delivering,
receiving, possessing,
purchasing, selling, or donation
of horses and other equines to
be slaughtered for human
consumption, and for other
purposes."

The American Quarter Horse
Association (AQHA) recently
issued an alert stating, "This bill
may have far-reaching effects
on our members and their
ability to buy and sell horses.
Members may sell horses
unaware of the buyer's intent
with the animal and to where it
may be transported, possibly
resulting in legal ramifications
for the seller. This legislation is
vague and ambiguous and its
passage could have far-
reaching consequences."

To read more on the bill, go to
http://www.govtrack.us/congres
s/bill.xpd?bill=s110-311
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The Artistic Equestrian

Do you have a hidden talent? Let’s display it here.
Send your poems, stories, song lyrics, jokes, drawings,

and/or paintings to: newsletter@MnDRA.com.

Dueling Limericks

| know of this rider named Ken,
Who was riding this year to win,
So he tried and he tried,

He'd ride and he'd ride

To only get pulled again

There was a young lady named Suzanne

Who a quite proper ride, she ran
But when she became Suzy
Her ride was a doozy

Reading about it in Boston was banned

Twelve days of Christmas
Distance Riding Style
by Emily Gruber

Twelve horses running
- Eleven turns marked
Ten potluck dishes

A pulse of Nine

Eight sore butts
Seven hours of riding
Six hours of rain

Five More Miles

Four leg wraps

Three days of fun

Two glorified Vets

And glorious gut sounds

Vetting In:

Roommate Wanted

A Perfect Day To Ride

by Emily Gruber

We get up at the crack of dawn
So we can put some miles on.

Some get up later than others
For the horses it does not matter.

While some are vetting in,
Others are having their morning meeting.

One Minute!

The horses are ready to go
Only 25—100 miles to go.
Trail's Open!

The horses thunder off
Hope the riders don't fall off.

Here comes the pace setter
Just hours latter.

After a short break
Off we go again for our own sake.

After we are all done
Then comes the fun

Completions, 6th —1st, are the awards
High Point and Best Condition
We all cheer accord.

By nine O’clock
After the last bathroom run
And a sled full of manure

All the lights are out and the snoring has begun.

So we all can do it again
Next weekend,
See you then

Sharon Hahn would like a
roommate and/or carpool buddy
to share expenses for UMECRA
convention in Rockford, IL Jan.
11-13. For references, please
contact last year's roomie,
Carmen Steuck (she said | was a
good roomie, but she can't go this
year). If interested, please email
Sharon at sharon.hahn@usa.com
or call 763-422-9655.

Hello all,

| don't know how everyone
is sitting for hay over the
winter. There is a farmer
north of us in Sartell with
small square high quality
(up to rfv 122)grass hay that
he would like to sell. If
interested, | can get you the
contact info.

Also, we are moving our

store December 15th.
Would love to move as little
as possible so giving great
deals on any in-stock spa,
hot tub or sauna..

www.hankshauser.com

Henry Gruber
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A Message From Darlene

Happy Winter To All,

| don't know about all of you but |
have certainly enjoyed October
and November! The past 2 days
have been a wicked blast into
reality. When | woke up this
morning to the wind still howling
and | was trying to convince
myself to GET UP. | tried to think
of the times | was too hot

this past summer. My first thought
was Mosquito Run, with
temperatures between 90 and
100 degrees and humidity to
match. Who says ride season
needs to end just because it is
nearly December!

| want to thank all the ride
managers for putting on all the
rides and | also want to thank all
of the riders who came to all of

the rides regardless of the fuel
prices. | guess the high fuel
prices will just become part of
the new normal.

Thank you also to everyone
who helped out at all of the
rides. | know that we would not
be able to manage the rides

if it were not for the people who
just "show up" and help. | also
want to thank the people who
are working on awards and the
banquet. If you are getting an
award be sure to let them know
what you want.

| also want to thank Lisa
Simpson, Sarah Maas and
Barry Saylor for putting on a
very successful Clinic in
Brookings, SD. We had a lot of
new riders this past year | hope

Keep the Fun Coming; Join MnDRA

we see more of them in 2008.

If you have any concerns or
things that you would like to see
changed in MNDRA please let
me know so that we can get it
into the newsletter and also on
the agenda for the General
Meeting in February.

| hope you have a wonderful
Holiday Season and | hope to
see many of you

at the UMECRA banquet in
January.

Darlene

Name

Address

Family __ ($25.00) Single ___ ($15.00)

City State

Zip

email (please print neatly!!!)

Sandra Noonnan
16454 283" Ave.
Paynesville, MN 56362-9412

Please make checks payable to MNDRA and mail membership renewal to:
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2-mile Marker

« We are averaging about 20
hits a day on the MnDRA site.
Next month | will send out a
questionnaire about the site.

A note from Pamala Olson:

| have an endurance prospect for
lease/sale.

| prefer the lease part. Maybe
someone who is in between
horses or just curious about trying
Distance riding before buying???
My daughter, Kellie, is going to
college this next year and she will
not have time to ride for several
years. | can't see this horse
standing in a pasture. It's not
right.

Kasey is a 7 year half Arabian
mare. not papered. Her first
Novice ride was Mosquito Run 05
- she got first in the novice

class. It was nearly 100 F that
day.

Her results are attached below.
| can send more on request.

| am sending the mare for
additional Professional training
with Bob Jorgensen Jan & Feb.
for 60 days. She would be
ready March 1.

Kellie has done 4H with her and
WSCA.

Thank you!

Have a great day.

Pamela D. Olson
651-736-8205 daytime
651-592-6584 cell
pdolson@mmm.com

member AERC, UMECRA,
MnDRA

¢ Victor Medina has photos

from Frostbite at
WWW.Vic.smugmug.com

Stephanie Huss has some
butt rugs for sale on the
MnDRA web site. Check
them out or contact
Stephanie at
serendell@gmail.com

Dont forget about the
MnDRA account when
ordering those supplies over
the holidays. Check prices at
country supply and if you
buy...enter the mndra code
so it can get to our trail fund
account. Ride managers also
keep a watchful eye as they
have great closeouts in bulk
prices...cheap cheap cheap.
Pass the word.

We will put the best ones on the web site.

A contest: Come up with a caption for this picture. Email me at newsletter@mndra.com .




